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$E2R2% Or my Religion, though there be 
TN z8 {everall circumſtances that might 
B42 periwade the world, that I have 
none art all, as the generall ſcandall of my 
profeſhon,the natural courſe of my ſtudies 
the indifterency of my behaviour, and dil- 
courle in matrers of Religion, neither y1o- 
lently detending one, nor with that com- 
mon ardonr of comention oppoſing; ano» 
ther; yet in dilpight hereof I dare, without - 
uſurpation, aſlume the honourable ſtile of 
a Chriſtian: not that -I, meerely owe; this 
ſtileto the Font,my education,or the clime 
wherein I was borne, as being bred up ei- 
ther tro confirme thoſe. principles my Pa- 
rents inſtilled into my unweary underſtan- 
ding; or by a generall conſent, proceed in 
the Religion of my Countrey : Bur havang, 
in my. riper yeares, and confirmed. judge- 
ment, ſecne.and examined all, I finde my 
ſe\fe obliged by the principles, of Grace, 
and the law of my my rcalono Fiche A 
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2,  Relligio Medici, 

fio other tiame bur this; neither doth here- þ 
in my zeale ſo farre make me forger the ge- 
nerall chatity I owe ufito hutnanity, as ra- | 
ther to hate than pity Turks, Infidels,and 
(whatis worſe) Jewes, rather contenting | 
my felfero enjoy that happy ſtile;thetrmae- þ; 
tiening thoſe who refuſe fs &lorious 4. ms 
tle. But becauſe the name of a Chriſtiatt 

is becometoogeneral to expreſſe our faith, þ1 
there beuig 4 Geography of Religtons as 
well as of Land, and-every Clime diſtin- 
puifhed not only by their lawes and limits, 
but citcttmſcribed by rheir doctrines and 
rule&of Faith : To be particular, Iam of | 
that refofined new-caſt Religion, wherein 
Tdiſlike nothing bur the name, of the ſame þ 
beliefe that our Saviourtaught, the Apoſt: þ: 
les diſſeminated, che Fathers authorized, þ 
and the Martyrs confirmed ; bur by the fi- | 
niſter ends of Princes,the ambition and a- 
yarice of Presbyrers, andthe fatal corrup- 
tion of tines ſo-decated,tmpaired, and fal- 
Jenfrpm irs native beauty, that it required 
the carefull and” chatirable hand of the | 
tinics to reſtore'it'to' irsprimitive integri- | 
ty: now -the-accidental occaſions where- 
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Religio Medici. "TY 
"8 the ſlender meanes whereby the low 
& abject condition ofthe perſon by whom 
0 go0d a.worke was ſet on foote, which 
n our. adverſaries beget contempt an 

corn;fills me with wonder, and is the ve- 
y lame objection the inſolent Pagans firſt 

aſt againſt Chriſt and his Diiciples. 

Yet hve I not ſhaken hands with thoſe 
deſperate Reſolvers, who had rather ven- 
ure at large their decaied: bottorfe, then 
ping her in to be new trim'd in the dock 5 

ho had rather promicuouſly retaine all, 
hen abridge any,and obſtinarely be what 
hey are, than what they have beene,as to 
ſtand in diamerer aud ſwords point with 
hem:;:we have teformed from them, agt 
againſt them; for omitting thoſe imprope- 
rarions and termes of {curnlity, betwixt us 
which only: difference ouraftections, an 
nat Dur caule;therers berwixt us one com® 
- $190 name, and appellation, one faith,and 

eceflary body ot principles common tg 
- ſus both;and xherefore Iam not ſcrupulous 
| ro converſe and livewith them; to enter 
[their Churches in defe& of, ours; and & 
her pray with chem;ot for chem: Teguld 
bold: $ : | never 
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4 | Religis cAtcaiici. 
never perceive any rationall conſequence 
from thoſe many texts which prohibit the 
children of Ifracl to pollure themſelves 
' with the Templesof the Heathens ; we 
being all Chriſtians, and not divided by 
ſuch deteſted impieties «s might prophane 
our prayers,or the a whereinwe make 
them; or that a reſolved conſcience may 
not adore her Creator any where, eſpect- 
ally in places devotcd to his ſervice;whereF 
iftheir devotions offend him, mine may | 
leaſe him, if theirs prophane it,mine mayJ® 
hallow it; holy water and the Crucifix 
{dangerous tothe commonpeople)deccive 
not my judgement; nor abule my devotion 
at all: I am'l confefle,naturally inclined tc 
thar,which miſguided zeale tearmes ſuper 
ſition, my common converſationT do ac- 
knowledge auſtere, my behaviour full of 
rigour,ſometimes not without moroſity ; 
= at my devotion I love to uſe the civi' 
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ity of my knee, hat, and hand, with al 
thoſcoutward and ſenſible motions, which 
may expreſle, or promote my invincible 
devotion; I ſhould cur off my arme, rathe 
than violate a Church window, _ de 
' ace 
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Religio Medici. 5 
face or demoliſh the memory of aSainr or 
Martyr, atthe ſight of aCrolle orCrucifix 
I candiſpence wich my hat, bur not with 
he thought or memory of my. Saviour ; I 
cannot laugh at the fruitleſſe journeys of 
ilgrims, or contemne the milcrable con- 
dition of Fryers; For though: miſplaced 
circumſtances, there is ſomething in it of 
devotion: I could never heare the Ave Ma- 
716 Bell without an occaſion, or think it a 
ſufficient warrant, becauſc they. erred in 
y (one circuwſtance, for meto erre in all,that 
{M15 in Glence and dumbe..conteniprt ; where 
«fitherefore they directed their devotions to 
aber, offered mine to. God, and reified 
che errours of their prayers by. rightly or- 
_{dering mine ownezat a folemne proceſſion 
_Ilhave wept abundantly, while my conſons 
AlÞlind With oppolition and prejudice, have 
fallen into an exceſle of ſcorne and Jaugh- 
aſter: there are queſtionlefle both inGrecke, 
Roman and Africa Churches,ſfolemnities, 
and ceremonies, whereof the wiſer zeales 
Jdoc make a Chriſtian ule, and ſtand con- 
,qdemned by us, nox as evill. in themſelyes, 
Jbut.as allurances and bairs of ſuperſtition 
| A 3 ro 
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6 Reli 'g10 Medici . 
to thoſe yulgar -heads thar looke aſquint 


,on the face of truth, ' and thoſe unſtable 
judgements that cannor confiſt in the nar- 


row point and centre of juſtice, withour a 
reele or ſtagger to the circumference. 'AsP 
there are'many Reformers,{o likewile ma- 
ny Reformations , every Countrey pto- 
ceeding in 2 particular way and Method, 
according as their naturall intereſt with 
their conſtitution and clime inclined them, ſj 
ſomeangerly and with extremity, othersſſ! 
calmely,and with mediocrity,not rending,ſſ 
but caſtly dividing-the' community, 'andſ} 
leaving an honeſt poſſibility of reconcilia-ſ] 
tion, which the peaceable Spirits doe de-fſſ 
ſire, and may conceive that revolution off: 
{ 
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time;and mercies of God may effect , yet 
thatjudgement that ſhall conſider the pre-ſ: 
ſent antipathies betweene the rwo- ex-ſſ! 
treames, their contrarieties in affeion and}! 
 opittion, may with the ſame hope expect! 
'an union 'in the poles of- Heaven; but ro! 
difference tny ſelte neerer, and draw'intof« 
the leſſercircle: There is no Church whole 
| 


every part fo ſquares unto my conſcience, 
whoſe articles, conſtitutions,and cuſtomes| 
7” {eemes 
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Religio "Medi ci. > 
ar Feemes ſo conſonant unto reaſon, andas it 
leffwere framed to my particular devortion,as 
r-his wherof 1 hold my belicfe,the Church 
r afof Bnreland, to whoſe faith I am a {worne 
\;Eubject,and therefore in a double obligati- 
a-fon, ſub{cribe unto her Articles, and ende- 
.Fvour ro obſerve her con(titutions: no-man 
all retch my faith unto another. Article; 
Dr command my- obedience to a Canon 
more : whatſoeveris beyond us, as points 
indiffcrent,I oblerve according to the rules 
of my private reaſon, or the humoror ta+ 
ſhion of my devotions, neither beleeving 
4-this, becauſe:Luther affirmed it, or diſpros 
e-fving that, becauſe Calvin hath dilavouch- 
ped it: I condemne not all things in the 
ee] Councell of Trext, nor approve all in the 
Synod of Dort: In briete, where the Scrip- 
ture 15 filenr,the Church is my Text,where 
thar ſpeakes, itis but my comment, where 
there1s a joynt filence of both, I borrow 
not the rules of my Religion trom Rome 
or Geneva, but the diftares of my own rea- 
ſon:Tr is an unjuſt ſcandall of our adverſa- 
ries,and eroſfe-error in our ſelves,.to com- 
pute the Nativity ot our Religion from 
A 4 Henry 
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8 Religio Medici. . 
Henry the eighth; who though be rcjeAed 
the Þ, , confuted not the taith of Rowe, 
and d no more than what his ownc 
Predecefſours. defired and aflayed in age 
and wasiccnceived the State of Yenice 
would have attempted in our dayes. 

It is as uncharitable a point in usto fall 
upon thoſe popular ſcurnlities and oppro- 
 brious ſcofftes of the Biſhop of Rome, . to 
whom as toa temporal Prince,we owe the 
duty of a good language : I confeſſe there 
is cauſe of paſhon berweene: us; by his ſen- 


tence I ſtand excommunicated, Heretick is 
the beſt language he affords meyer can no 


care witnefſe I everreturned to him the 
name of Antichriſt,man of fin,orwhore of 
Babylon , It is the method of charity to ſuf- 
fer without reaction: thoſe uſuall Saryres, 
& invectives of the Pulpit may perchance 
produce a good effec on the vulgar,whole 
cares are opener to Rhetoricke than Lo- 
-gicke, nw they no- wile confirme the 
faith of wiſer beleevers,, who knowes that 
@ good cauſe necds not to be patronized 

-by a paſſion, but can ſuſtaine it ſelte upon 
a temperate diſpute, 54 


_ © Religio Medica, \ 0 
2d - I could never divide my ſelfe from any 
Ie, the difference of an opinion, or be 
Ac with his judgemenc for notagree- 
esing with mc in that, from which perhaps 
cell within a few dayes I ſhould diſſent. my 

ſelfe: I have no Genius to diſputes in Re- 
UF ligion, and have often chought it wiſdome 
0-f to decline them, and eſpecially upona dil- 
off advantage, or when the cauſe of Truth 
eff might ſuffer in the weakneſle of my patro- 
ref] nage: where we defireto be informed, it 
i-J is good to conteſt with men above our 
iS} ſelves; but to confirme and eſtabliſh ,our 
of opinionsit is beſt roagree ith judgments 
ic} below our owne, that the frequent ſpoiles 
tf and victories over their reaſons may. ſet- 
f-£ tle in our ſelves ancſteeme, and confirme 
S, | opinion of our owne. Every man is not a 
:<f| proper Champion for Truth, nor fit to 
le] rake up the Gantlet in the cauſe of Verity: 
YN 
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Many from the Ignorance of their Max- 

imes, 2nd an inconfiderate zeale to Truth, 

have too raſhly charged the troubles: of 

error, and remaine as Trophecs to the e- 

nemues of Truth: A man may bein as juſt 

poſſeſſion of Truth as of a City,and F3:he 
| | OTCE 


TO Religio Medici. 
forced to ſurrender; tis therefore farce 


better ro enjoy. with peace, than to haz- þ 


zard her on a battell: If therefore there 


riſe any doubts in my- way, I doe forget þ 


them, or at leaſt defer them, till nvy berrer 
ferledjndgement, and more manly reaſon 
be able to reſolve them, for I perceive 


every mans owne reaſon 15 his. beſt Oedi- 
p#7, and will upon a reaſonable truce, find 
a way to looſe thoſe bonds where-with [| 


fubrilties of errour- have enchained oor 
more flexible and rendey judgements; In 
Philoſophy where 'trath ſeemes double 
forced, there is no: man more paradoxi- 
call than my ſdfe; but in Diviniry I keep 
the road, and though not in an'itmplicite, 
ye in an humble faith, follow the {Srear 
whedle of the Church, by which T'move ; 
not reſerving any proper poles of ration 
from the epicycle of my owne braine; by 
this meanes I leave: no gap for' Hereftes , 
. Schiſmes, or Errors, of which at preſent, 
I ſhall injure Truth to-fay I have no taint 
or tincture ; I muſt -conteſle my greener 
Nudies have beene peHured with two or 
three, nut any begorren in the latter Cen- 

turies, 
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Relieio-Medici. ft 
aries, but old and obfolere, ſuch as could 
never have been revived, but by ſech ex- 
ravagant and irregular heads as mine, for 
ndeed Herefies periſh not with ther Au- 
thors, bur like the River Arethuſa, though 
they loſe their currentsin one place,they 
rile-vp againe in another : one generall 
Councellis not able ro extirpate one' fin- 
gle Hecefte, it may be canceld for the pre- 
ſent, but revolution of time and the like 
aſpects from heaven, will reſtore it, when 
it wHAooriſh tilLit be condemned againe; 
for as thoughthere were a Mctempſuchoſis, 
and the ſoule'of one man paſled ' into ano- 
ther ; opinions do find after-revolntions, 
men and mindaes like thoſe thar firſt begat 
them. To fee our {elves we need not looke 
for Plates yeare, every man is nor onely 
himſelf ; there have been many Dio7cnes, 
and as many Timers, 'though but few of 
that name : men arelived over againe, the 
wortdis now as it wasin the age paſt,there 
was nonethen, but there have beenc ſome 
ſince thar paralels nim,and 1s as it werehis 
revived ſelte. Now the firſt of mine was 
that of the Arabians,that the ſoules of men 
PIES? perithed 
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did abſolurely conceive a mortality of the 
{oule , but if that were, which faith,nor 


riſhed with their bodies, but yer ſhouldſ 
raiſed againe at the laſt day ; not that IN 


Philoſophy can throughly diſprove,” andfþ 


thar both centred che grave together, yer I 


hold the ſame conceit thereot that- we all 


doe of the body, that it ſhall riſe againe; 


{urely it is but the merits of our unworthy 
natures, if we lleepe in darkneſlſe untill the 
laſtalarme. A ſcrious reflex upon my own 
unworthines did make me backward from 
challenging this prerogative - unto my 
ſoule: ſo 1 might enjoy my Saviour at the 
laſt, I would with patience be nothing al- 
moſt unto eternity. The ſecond was that 
of the Chilzsſt, that God would nor perſiſt 
in his vengeance for eyer, but after a defi- 
nitetime of his wrath he would releaſc the 
damned ſoules from torture ; which error 
I fell into upon a ſerious contemplationof 
the greatattribure of Gods mercy, and did 
a little chen(h it in my ſelf, becauſe 1 tound 
therein no malice, and a ready weight to 
{way me from the other extreame otdeſ- 
paire, wherunto melancholy arid contem- 

plative 
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 Religio Medici. | 13 
dBlative natures/are too'rafily diſpoſed. A 
WFhicd there is which I did never poſitively 
KFnaintaine or praftice,but have often wiſh- 
Id it had beene confonant to Truth, and 
dot offenſive to my Religion, and that is 
he prayer for the dead, whereunto I was 
nclined by an cxceſſe of charity,whereby 
5Þ thought the number of the living too 
mall an object of devotion;]I could ſcarce 
ontaine my prayers for a Friend at the 
ringing of a Bell,or behold his corps with- 
Nour an oration for his Soule: It was a good 
Y way me thoughtto be remembred by Po- 
KEſtcrity,and far more noble than a Hiſtory. 
-UTheſe opinions I never maintained with 
atYpertinacy, or endeavoured to inveagle any 
ſt mans beliefe to mine, nor ſo much as ever 
I-Frevealed or diſputed rhem with my deareſt 
KI triends:by which meanes I neither propa- 
Tfgated them in'others, nor confirmed them 
thin my {elfe, but ſuffering them to flame up- 
don their owne {ubſtances, without additi- 
Chon of new fuell, they went out inſenfibly 
Of ofthemſelves , therefore rhoſe opinions, 
[- though condemned by lawtfull-Councels, 
-] werenot Hercſtes in me, but bare Ertors, 
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- and fingle' Lapſes ot my underſtanding fe 
- without a joynt depravity of my will:thole 
have not only depraved underſtandings, bur 
dilcaſed affttions, which cannot enjoy aſh 
{1ngularity without a Hereſte, or be the au-ſþ 
thor ot an opinion, without they be of af; 
Se alſo; this was the villany of the firithh 
S$chilme of Zwifcr, who was not contentÞ; 
to erre alone, but drew into his faRtion ma- 
ny Legions af Spirits; and upon this cxpe- 
ence he tempted'only E7:c,as well under-B} 
Randing the communicable nature of fin; 
and tiutto deceive but one, were tactely} 
& upon conſequence todelyde them both, 
As-tor the wingy myſteries in Divinity, &Þ[ 
aiery {ubtilties in Religion, whichhave rn-&1 
hinged the braines ot better heads, theyſſr 
acver ſtretched the P14 Mater of mine ; melly 
thinks there benot impoſſhbilizies engughſſh 
wa Religion foran active faith; the deepeſtſſt 
iayſteries ours containes, have nox oaclyſſh 
beene illuſtrated, but 1n2intained by {y]lo- 
giſme,and the rule of reaſon: I loye rg loſe 
my lelfe in a myſtery to puriue my rea{on 
to my 0 altituap, It is my {olitary recreati- 
on co-pole my apprehenſion with thole :n- 
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Religio Medici. 15 
2 olved- tnigma's and riddles of the Trini- 
e/.incarnation and refurre&tion. 1 can ans 
rKweraltl the objections of Satan, & my re- 
1Gellious reaſon; with that odde reſolution I 
-fearned'of Tertullian;,Certum eſt quia impoſsr- 
8:le et. I deſire ro exerciſe my taithinthe 
tÞifficulreff point, for ro credit ordinary and 
B:i{ble objects is nor fairh,but perſ{wafſion, 
-Komie belceve the better for ſceing Chriſt 
his Sepulchre, and when they have ſcene 
She Red Sea, doubr not of the miracle. 
yINow contrarily I blefſe my ſelfe, and am 
YEhinkfull chat I lived nor inthe dayes: of 
.Sniracles, that I never {ſaw Chriſt nor his 
Diſciples ; T1 would nothave beenc one of 
-Kthoſe [{raclires that pafled the Red: Sea, 
yÞhor one of Chriſts Patients, on whonrt hee 
eIwroughr his wonders, then had my faith 
tbeenc thruſt upon mie, nor ſhould Tenjoy 
[Fthar greater blefling pronounced to all that 
ybelieve and ſaw not. Tis an eafie and ne- 
-gceflary belicfe to credit what our eye and 
<K{enle hath examined : I believe he was. 
1d&d;and buried, and roſe againe, arid dee 
-Pfirer6 {ce him in his glory, rather-then« co 
- gcontemplate himiin- his Caengtaphe,'or 
'J Sepul- 
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Sepulchre. Noris this much to-belcevef 
as we have reaſon,:we:owe this faith y 
Hiſtory : they onely had the advantage of 
a bold and noble faith; who lived 'befo 
his comming, who. npon obſcure propheſj 
ſies and myſticall Types could raile's. be 
licfe, and expeR apparent impoliblitie 
Tis true, there isan cdge in al firme belie 
and wichan cafie Metaphor we 'may ſay 
the ſword of faith; but in thoſe obſcurif 
ties I rather uſc it; in the adjun the Apo 
ſtle gives it, a Buckler, under which I per} 
ceivethe wary combitant may lic invulr 
rable. : Since I was of underſtanding tc 
know we knew nothing, my reaſon hat 


E-:. beene morepliable ro the will of faith, 


ara now content to underſtand a myſte 
withouta rigid definition in an calic and 
Plaronick deſcription: That allegorical 
deſcription of Hermes pleaſerh me beyond 
all the. metaphyficall definitions of Di 
vines, where I cannot fatisfie my reaſon} 
I leave to hammer my fancy , I had-as 
 leive yourell me that animas eft angelus hoT 
mins, ef} Corpus Dei as Entelechia, Lux eftf 
wmbraDti, as atins perſpiew : where there 

| | 4 | 
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/$5420 obſcuriry too deepe for our reaſon, 

is good to ſet downe with a deſcription a 

Jpriphraſts,/ or! adumbration, for by ac- 

quainting our reaſon how unable. it_is to 

\Idifplay the. viſible and obvious cffe of 

. nature, it becomes more humble and ſub- 

niſiverothe ſubtilties of faith : and thus 
Lteach my baggard\ and unrechimed rea- 

: on to ſtoope unto the lure of faich.. T be- 
- Pieve there was alrcady atree, whoſe fruit 
ur unhappy parents taſted; thoughin the 
$ame Chapter, when God fotbids: it, tis 
poſitively ſad;theplants of the: field were 

ee yer growne;z . for God liad not cauſed 
© to-raine upon therearth.-/1- beleeyerhar 
he Scrpent (if we ſhall licerallyrunder- 
tand it from his proper forine and figure) 
1p: de his njdtyon on his! belly : befare [the 
j(Eurlc: R_ the miall ofrhe Putillage nnd 
[Virginity of women, which God ordai- 

: _n By ater pores experience, 

| mee, . that ,not onely 
— women « bylt likewiſe 

txt Nations have eſcaped the; carſe-of 

ff tildebirth, whijch!God ſeaqnes to, pro+ 

dunce i whole Sex; ye cout be- 

.B teve 
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leeve that all this 1s trace;indeed my reaſon 
would pertwade mec ir is falſe, and this 1 
think is no vulgar parc of faith to believe 
athing not only above,: bur contrary to 


reaſon, and againſt the argaments of ourſ 


proper 1ſenfos.. 


In my ſolitary and retired Im4gination, 


Neque exins cum porticus aut meletiulus acti 
pit, deſwm mily4;lrememberT am not alone 
andrthereforc forget not t0- contemplare 


him and'his atrributes whois ever with 


me, eſpecially choſe rwo mighty ones, his 


wiſedome and tremity:; ith the one Ire- 
crearey with the other I confound my pn- 


derſtanding : \who can ſpeake'of eternity 


without:a ſoteeciſme, or thinke thereof 
without an ecſtaſic * Time- we may cc 

reheig, it is'buc five days elderchenour 
elvegandhath the ſame Horoſcope,” but 
ro ietirefoFat back asts: apprehend a be- 
ginning; to'give ſuch/an/ infinite ſtart 'for 


the other*ir is reaſon't6 Saiar Pav/s San- 
Euary, my"Philoſoph! 
Apoitles can doe nf Go 


A CI&4- 


\ | 


ward, -ast0-canceiveaniend'in an effence 
that welafhrme hath neither: the ons nor 
dares. not ſap theſſ 
od hath nor: madeÞi! 
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&rcature that can comprehend him, it is 
he priviledge of his owne ature; am tht 
a, was his.owne definition unto Moſes; 
nd it was a ſhort one, to confound morta- 
xy, that durſt queſtion God, px aske hin 
har;he was; indeed he onely is what 0- 
n, bers trive and ſhall he; but in <ternity no 
iMilindion of lenſes; and therefore that 
acſKirible terme Predeſtinatiov, which hath 
reſfonbled lo many weake heads io conceive 
thF: chewiieſt ra explainyis an reſpeR toGod 
isÞ0 prefc tous determination of our, eſtates 
e-$0 come, but a definiive blaſt of his will 
n-Mlrcady fulfilledy anda the inſtance cthac he 
yÞrſt decreed it, for xoyulus, erernity which 
of$ indivilible, rhe baſk Trwnpe: is already 
founded, the repzabatgs inthe-fame,; and 
ix blefled in Abropams bofome. : - 

SUR Petcr ſptakes rrgdeſtly,; whenbhe 
faith 2 chouland yeppes to: God are but a5 
ne dayzfor to {pegke-].kea Philolopher, 
hoſe coorinued] inſtances of ume, which 
low-into a'thouſage yeeres, mak®; Bot to 
1-un PRE MOMENT; Hat to. us'13 46 COME, 
eſo his Erermury is. preſents, bis whole dura- 
leſion being bur 964 perrvanent point with- 
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20 Religio CAedict. 
out ſucceſſions, parts; flux, or diviſion : 
there is no Arrribure that addes more dif- 
ficulty tothe myſteryof the Trinity, where 
though in'a'relative way of Father & Son 
we muſt deny a priority. wonder how 4 
riſtotle could'conceive- the world eternal! 
or how he could make good two Eterni 
ties. his ſimilitude of a Ttiangle,compre 
hended in a ſquare, doth ſomewhat 111u 
ſtrate the Trinity of our foules; and that 
che Triple Ulaity of God; for there'is in u; 
not three,but a Trinity of ſoules, becauſe 
there is inus, if nor' three- diſtinſoule 
yerdifferins faculties;that ean,and doſubÞ 
{iſt indifferent ſubjes ;"and yer in us ar 
ſounitedas to make but one ſouleand ſub 
ſtancezif one ſoule werepertettly three di 
ſtin& bodies, thar- werea'pretty Trinit 
conceive the diſtin&cawmnber of three; no 
divided nor ſeparated by the mtelfe&, bu 
actually comprehended'in its Vnity, anc 
rhat is a perteR Trinity. I-have often ad 
mired the myſtical way of Pythaporas,and 
the ſecret Magicke of numbers; Bewareo 
Philoſophy,is a preceptnorto be receive 
in a narrow ſenſe; fot in this niafſe of na 
CS rure q 
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ure there is a ſer of things , that carry in 
heir front, though not in Capuall letrers, 
TeFrer in tcnography, and ſhort CharaRters, 
omthing to Divinity, which to wiſcr rea- 
ons:ſerve as Luminaries in the abytle of 
nowledge, and to judicious behete, as 
cales-and' roundles to mount the pinna- 
les and higheſt pieces of Divinity. The* 
uFeverc Schooles ſhall never laugh me our 
Þf the Philoſophy of Hermes, thatthis vi- 
Yible world is but a-picture of the invifible, 
Brhercin as a pourtraQ, things arc not true- 
y,but 10 equivocall ſhapes ; and as they 
ounterfeir ſome more xeall lubſtance in 
Shar inviſible fabrick. That other attribute 
bB&vherewith I recreate, my devotion, is his 
viledome,in which am, happy 3 and for 
ke contemplation ofthis onely,do agt re- 
OÞbent me that I wasbred in the way of ſtu- 
Ky : Theadvantage L have of the vulgar, 
ith the contentand happinelle o_—_ 
hereinzis an ample recompence-ſor al 
ndeavours.inw a+ part of knowledge rh 
ver: I knowhe is wile inall, wonderfull 
Sn what we. conceive, but faxre-more in 
what we comprehend acer we behold 


S 3 hun 


22 Religio Medici, 
himbut afquint upon reflex or ſhadow; our 
underftanding is diviner than Moſes his 
eye, weareignorant of the backparts, 0 
tower ſide of his Divieay:thereforeto pry 
into the maze of his Comnfels, is nor only 
folly in Man, but preſumption in Angels 
like as they are his ſervants,not ſervators 
he holds no Councell, bur that myſtical! 
one of the Trinxy, wherein though rhereſ}: 
bethree petſerrs, there is but one mind 
thar decrees,” without 'comradiftion, nor 
needs he any , his ations are nor begorfff 
with deliberation, his wifdome naturally 
flowes, whar beſt; his intcHe ttands ready] 
fraught with the ſuperlative & pureſt tde4 
a's of goodneffe. confulrations &eletion}] 
whiel'are'two motions in us, are bat one 
in hin bis ations ſpringing from his po- 


wer.atthe firffrouch of his will. 

| Theſe ate Contemplations Metaphy ti- 
ealt, my humble ſpeculatzons have anothe 
Merhad and are content ro rrace and d&!- 
covex thoſe expreſſions he hath lefr in his 
crearimes! &the obvious effefts of nature, 
there &nd/&anger'to und thote-my- 
fteries, AG Farm S, in Philoſo- 

© phy 
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phy: The world was made to beinlabited 
dy beaſts, ' but ſtudyed. and; comemplared 
Dy man : it is the debt of our: reaſon we 
ryſowe to God, and the homage” wepay for 
lnot being beaſts; without this the world is 
I; a5 thouch 1c had hotbeen, or as it was be- 
s fore at the firſt,when there was not a crea- 
Frure that could conceive, or fay there was 
1 world, The wifdome of God receives 
$10 honor from the vulgar heads ghar rude- 
orflly ſtare about,” and with a groſle:ruſticity, 
offfadmire his workes, thoſe onely magnific 
ly him whoſe judicious enquiry intohis/acts, 
lyand deliberate! reſearch into his creatures, 
c 

n 

] 

J- 


ur 
45 
© 


returne the duty of a learned and devour 
admiration, There'ts but-one firſt, & foure 

F< ſecond cauſes of alt things; ſomeare with- 
out Efficient,as God, others without mat- 
ter,as Angels,fome without forme, as the 

i-& firſt matter, but every Effence, created or 
rj uncreatred, hath «s finall cauſe; and ſome 
| poſitive end both of irs eſſence andopera- 
5 tion: This is the cauſe I grope after inche 
workes of nature,on this hangs he provi- 
--j dence of God ; to raiſe fo beaintious a ftru- 
Qure,as the world andthe creatutesthere- 
2 | * of, 


24 Religio HMediti. 
of,was but his Art, and their ſundry divi-þ 
ded operations with their - predeſtinated 
nds,are from the treaſury of his wiſdom. 
} the cauſes; nature, and affeRion of the 
Eclipſe of the Sun and Moon,there js moſt 
excellent ſpeculation z þpt to propoyndfc 
farther;and ro contemplate a reaſon whyſk 
his providence hath ſo diſpoſed and orde- 
red ther motions in that vaſt circle, as to 
conjoyn'and obſcureeach ather,is aſwcet 
iece Of reaſon, and adiviner point of Phi- 
Lis, therefore there appeares to mc 
as much divinity in Galen his Booke De «- 
ſ# partinm,as 1n Suare\ Metaphylicks:hadſ 
CAriitotle been as curious in the enquiry} 
ofthis cauſe as he was of the qther,he had 
not left behind him an imperfe& pyece off 
Philoſophy, but an abſolute tract of Di- 
V Sf, | | 
Natura nihil agit fruſtra, is the onely andfſ 
indiſputable axiome in Philolqphy, there 
is no Groteſco. in nature, nor any thing fra- 
med tofill up empty cantons, and unnc- 
ceſlary ſpaces. in the moſt imperteR crea- 
tures, fich as were natpreferved inthe 
Arke, hut having thcir ſeeds and pring | 
ples 
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1-Þles in the wombe of nature, are- every 
edBvhere, where the power of the Sun is , in 
n.Fhoſe is the wiſdome of his hand dilcoye- 
neſked : Our of this ranke Solomon choſe the 
ſtHobject of his admurationgindeed what wiſ- 
dBdome may not goe to ſchoole to the wil- 
dome of Bces, Aunts, and Spiders? , what 
viſe hand teacheth them to doe what rea- 
ſon cannot teach us ? while ruder heads 
et ſtand amazed at thole prodigious pieces 
1-Yof nature,as Elephants; Dromedaries, and 
| Camels, theic I confeſſes; are the Coloſ- 
e-N ſus and Majeſticke pieces of her hand; but 
dE in theſe narrow Engines there is more cu- 
yl rious Mathematickes, and the civility of 
d 


theſe littleCitizens,more neatly ſers forth 
thewaſdome of their Maker, W ho admires 

-N not Regi#*Montanw his Fly beyond his Ea- 
gle; or wonders not more at the operation 

df of two ſoules in thoſe little bodies, than 
eff but one in thertruncke of a Cedar? I could 
-| never. content my, contemplation. with 
-|| thoſe generall pieces of wonders, the flux 
-Þ| and reflux of the Sea, the encreaſe of Nile, 
ef the converſion of theNeedleto the North 
and have. ſtudyed to match and parallel 
| | ELF oe thoſe 
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thoſe in the more obvious and negle&e« 
pieces of Natnre, which without turtherſþ 
fravell I can d62 int the Coſmogriphy off 
my felfe , we carry with us the wonders 
we ſeeke without us : There is all Afr: 
ca, and a1! her prodigies within us ; we are 
that'bold rd advenrurous picce ofnarure 
 whichhe rhar ſtudies wiſely, leatnies in: 
compendium, what others labour at ina di 
vided pice and endleffe yolrme. Thu: 
there aretwo bookes from whence I col 
teR my Divinity; befrdes that written one 
of God, another of his fetvant Nature, 
that nniverſall arid publique Manuſcripr 
thar lies expoſed to the eyes of all;thoſ 
that never faw him in the one, hxve diſco 
vered him inthe othier: This was theScrip- 
tare and Theoldgy of the Hearhiens , the 
natmall motion of the Sunne made them 
more admire him, than lis ſapernaturall 
ſtation did rhe'Children of Iſrael ; the or- 
dinary effect of nature wrought mofe ad- 
miration in them, than in the other all his} 
mitacles: fordly the Heathens knew bet-P 
ter how to joyne xt{d reade theſe myſticall}} 
letters, - than” we' Chriſtians, who caſt a 
h more 


Retigis Medic; 27 

ore common eye 'on thoſe Hierogly- 
(hicks,and diſdaine ro ſuck Divinity from 
She flowers of nature; nor doe I forget 
od, as to adore the name of Nature, 

ich 1 define not with the Schooles, the 
inciples of motion and teſt, but that 
reight and repular line, that ſetled and 
onſtant courfe the wifdome of God hath 
ordained to guide the attions of his crea- 
Wures, according to rhert ſeverall kinds : ro 
1tke a revolution every dayis the nature 
Yof rhe Sun, becanfe that neceffary courſe 
clwhich God harh ordained it, from which 
t cannot {warve, by rhe faculty of the 
lvoyce which firſt did give it motion. Now 
oFlthiscqurſe of Nature God feldome alters 
r perverts, but like an excellent Artiſt 
nelhath ſo conrrived his worke;thar with the 
mſelfe fameinſtroment, withoiit a new crea- 
Ulftion,he may effect his obſcureſt deſignes. 
r-{ Thus he ſweerneth the water with a wood 
d-Epreſerverh the creatures in the Ark, which 
1sYthe blaſt of his mouth might have as eafi- 
t-fly created : for Godis like a skilfull Geo- 
Ul metrician, who whet! more caſily, and 
al with one ſtroke of his compaſte, he mighe 
IC deſcnbe 


28 Relieio Medici, 
deſcribe, or divide a right: line,had yet ra 
ther doe this in a circle or longer way; acÞ$ 
cording to the conſtituted and aforelaiÞ 

rinciples of his Art: yet this rule of hi: 
be doth ſometimes pervert,to acquaint the 
world with his Prerogative, leſt the arro 
gancy of our reaſon ſhould queſtion his 
power, and conclude he could not; anc 
thus I call the effects of Nature the work 
of God, whoſc hand and inſtrument ſh 
onely isz and therefore to aſcribe his ati 
ons alſo unto her, is to devolve the honor 
of God, the principall agent, uponthe in- 
- ſtrument; whichif with reaſon we ma 
doe, then let our Hammers riſe up, and 
boaſt they have built our houſes, and our 
pens receive the honour. of our Writings. 
I hold there 1s a general] boauty in the 
works of God,and therefore no deformity 
in any kind or ſpecies of creatures. what- 
{oever: I cannot tell by what Logick-wc 
call a Toad, a Beare,oran Elephant,ugly,l 
they being createdjn thoſe outward ſhapes] 
and figuyes which beſt expreſſe thea&tions] 
ot heir internall formes, and having paſtſ} 
that generall viſitatzon'of, God, who fawſ] 


that 
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a\Jhat all that he had made was good; thar 
c&,conformableto his will, which abhors 
iMecformity; and-is the rule of order and 
iÞcauty; there 1s no deformity bur in mon- 
ſtruoſity, wherein- notwithſtanding there 
04s a kind'of beamty, Narure fo ingenuoufly 
:1$Fontriving the irregular parrs, as they be- 
dome ſomerimes more remarkable*rthan 
@he principle tabrick. - To ſpeak yet'tnore 
1eparrowly, there waSnever yet any thing 
i ſugly;or miſhapert,but the Chaos;wherein 
orfrotwithſfanding to fpeak ſtrily, there 
n-was no deformity; becauſe” no forme by 
ſhe voyce ofGod:Now nature is norat va- 
driance'with art, norarr with nature, they 
urſbcin& both the ſervants of his providence: 
s.Arrts'the perfetion of nature. ' Wererhe 
eſworldnow as it was the ſtxr day, chere 
ryſwere yet 2 Chaos : Nature hathmiade one 
-Iworld, & Art another. /Inbriefe;all things 
vefjare artificiall, for nature is the Art of God: 
y.| This is'the ordinary and open way of his 
esprovidence, which art and induſtry have in 
nsS# good part diſcavered, -whoſc > (Cl Wwe 
{may forere}| withone an Oracle ; To fore- 
whihewtheſe is no propheſic, but Progno- 


At | Ica- 
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ſtication, T here is atogher way full of Me 
andersand Labyringhs, whereof the De 
vill and Spirits have. np £xat Ephemer; 
des, & that is4.mare particular $ qb{cure 
method of his prayidence, direFting the 0- 
perations of individuals and ſingle Efſen- 
ces; this wee call Formune.that lerpentine 
and.crooked line, whereby be drawes thoſe 
ations. that his wiſcdome intends in a 
more.unknown & lecret wayzthis cxyprick 
and invulycd myeghod. of his proyadence 
have I eyer admireg, nor can I relate.the 
biſtary gfmy life, the, occurrences gf my 
dayes, the elcapes of dangers, and. hls 6 
chance with a Bczo./os Maros, to Fortune, 
vr abars Gramercy io may flared 6/7 
might have thoughttheRain in thethicket 
camettucher by accident; humane, reaſonf 
would have {aid thay-mecre chance con- 
veyed Moſes 3nto. the Arke to the fight, gf 
Pharaohs daughtsr, what, a Labyonth, 15 
there in the ſtory of Feſepb, able;39, 598- 


: 


vert aStquek? ſurely there arein every mans 
life ſamexubs and wakes, which: ; 
while uader the «effects, of chance, hur. at 
the laſt, wellexamincd, prove the me 

36: 60 andp 
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icSind of God: It was not.a meere chance 
+ diſcover. the © or 
rfowder Treaſon by a miſcarriage of the 
rStrer.” I like the viehory 'of 88 the better 
0-Þþr that one accurrence Which our ene- 
n-ſhies..mpated to our diſhonour, and the 
neBartiatiry of Fortune, to wit, the tempeſts 
{end contratieticsof winds. King Philip did 
. aFor detra@ from the Nation, though he 
ckKid,he ſent his Armadoto fight with men 
cc not to combare with rhe winde. Where 
here is a: manifeſt dilproportion berween 
ſhe powers and forces .oftwo ſeverall a- 
cnrs; upot'a Maxime of reaſon we may 
e, ſromile the vitorytothe: ſuperiour, bur 
mFhen unexpected accidentslip in, and-un- 
erMoughr ot occutetices incervene, theſe 
nKuſt proceed from'a power that-ows'no 
1-Sbediehice to choſe axioms:where.as inthe 

fiting upon the wall, webehold the hand 
ur-ſee-notrhe ſpring-thar moves rt. The 
ccefſe of that pery Province of Holland, 
of which rhe Graud Seignicur proudly 
aid, Thar if ch uld trouble: him as 
wy did the $ d, hewould ſend his 
en with ſhovels and pickaxes and throw 
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it into the Sea) I cannor altogether aſcrib 
rothe ingenuity and induſtry of the peop! 
burto the mercy of God, that-hath di{pc 
ted themro {uch athiriving Genin 4 =. l 
the will of his providence, that diſpoſe: 
her favour to eack:countrey in:eheur pre 
ordinate ſeaſon. All cannot be; happy 
once; becauſe:the glory' of one State, d 
pends upen , the: ruine, of another : the 
8 2. revolution: and: viciſlnude of thci 
ercatneſſe, and muſt obey the {wing c 
that wheele, : nor moved by their 1nrel!! 
gences,but by the-hand of God; whereb) 
all Eſtates ri rotheir Zenith and yerric: 
paifhts, according 'to- their predeſtinatec 
eriodss For the: lives. not onely of men 
bt of Commonweales, and the whol; 
world;run not upon an-Helix that fille 
latgeth,: but on:a Circle, where arriving 
ro-theur Meridian, hey decline in obtcur 
ty.and fall underche Horizon again. 'Theſ, 
muſt /hot therefore-be named the effects of 
nature, bur in 2 relative way, as we:term$] 
the workes of natbte. Iggras the ignorance 
of mans reaſonthat begar this very-rnameſ 
and by acarclefle terine milcalled _ 
Videhacg, 
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ibFidetice of God : for there is tio liberry 
pl 7r cauſes to operate in a looſe and fſtrag- 
pP ing way, nor any cffe&t whatſoever, bur 

Fath irs. warrant from ſome univerſall or 
ctuperiour cauſe; Ir isnot ridiculous devo- 
rFion,to ſay a Prayer before a gawe at Ta- 
' 4Þles; foreven in the ſortilegies and marrers 

ff che greateſt uncertainty,there is a ſerled 
erffnd preordered courſe © effu®ts, * tis we 
cihat are blind, and tot fortnne: becauſe 

bur eye is roo dim to diſcover themyſtery 
l1Þfher effects, we fooliſhlypainr her blind 
bend hoodwinke, that is the provideuce of 
aJAlmighty God. I cannot juſtifle the con- 
cRemprible Proverbe,That fools onely are for 
enSuncte; or that inſolent Paradox, That 4 
0k ſeman i is out of the reach of fartars much 
nfſcile choſe opprobrious Epithers of Poets, 
NYbore, Baud, and Strumpet : It is I confeſle 
he common fare of men,and ſtngular gifr 
c{Þf mind, to be deſtiture of forrune ; which 

G rn hr me rt 

er judgements,who u 
Ft I wich this mroceading;andbeing cn- 


Cc 
ie with higher donatives, caſt a more 
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34 Religia Medici,” 
ty. Its amoft unjuſt ambition,to deſire tofſ 
engroſle the mercies of the Almighty, no 
to. be; content with the goods of the minc 
wathour-z poſſefhon: of thoſe of bady ot 
fortune-Aandit.s ar crrour worſe than he 
refie;taadore the complementall and cir 


cumftanitall picce of felicity,and underva 
tus choſe. perfections and effentiall point 
othappineflce, wherein we reſemble ou: 
Maker. To witcr dehires it is ſatisfactionf 
enoughto deſerve, though not to enjoy 
the favours of fortuncyJer providence pro 
vide tor fookes :-It is not partiality, bur 
equityin God, who deales with us bur as 
out nacutrall parents : thofe that arc ablc 
of body and minde, he leaves to their de4 
ſcrts;tothote of _ merits he-imparis} 
a larger paruon, and picces oucthe defect 
arr with the 6-4 of the other} 
Thus have we no juft- quarrell- with na-# 
ture; for keavingus naked, 'or to envy the 
hornes, hoofes, skins, Pats of other 
creatures, being provide reaſoryhac 
wih1ſo many-argumenis tagdnfure jldici- 
all Aftrology;for if there bea tnxh/there-þ 
_ in, 
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, If doth not injure Divinity ;"if robe 
oÞorne under Mereary  dilpgicth; us tobe 
\FFvitty,under Zupurer to be wealthy, I doe 
oft owe knee unto erg bur, unco #hac 
Tis mu hand. 
ir Pifferent and; 
: Fecnevolouss 
ul chings, were ES by k& rtune.had 
ueſþot erxe CD pechf ThetssThe 
tomdns thatieteted a Templet Forwune, 
,yþcknowledged God thereia, 4 4 2 
oÞlind way, ſomewhat of Divinity ; Orin 
"I wile mans {n ation 211 things begin: 
and end inthe mighty. Thexe is anecter 
i Jr heaventhen Homers chaine z 4-64- 
fic Logick may conjayn hoaven and earth. = 
is ne arguincar, and with lefle then aSo- 
. Ks! eſolve all $ ing; God., For 
hwe winder s by thcir moſt 
V, {-L'F-; Gad 
"7 of all, whale 
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conſtruſtion and perverſe comment on 
thoſe paire of ſecond cauſes, ot 'viſible 
hands of ff God, have perverted the _—_ 
on'of many wnto Atheiſme; who f 
ting the honeſt adviſes offaith,haveli 3 
edunto theconfpiracy of Paſſion and Rea- 
ſon.” Thave Beetle alwayes endevou- 
red''to compoſe thoſe fewds and 
diflentions betweene affeRion, faith, and 
reaſon: For thete is-in our ſoule a kind © 
Trimmvirate,or triple government of —_ 
competitors; \ Fg rhe'pea 
this our Conimon-wealth, not W Gas 
did that other the State of Rome. 

- As Reaſons a rebel unto Faith, ſo Pafſi- 
onunto Reaſon + As rhe proportions 0 
Faith ſeem abſurd ro Reaſon;ſothe Theo- 
rems of Reaſbn unto Paſſion,and both un 
roReaſon; yet a moderate and peaccable 
diſcretion may {o ſtate and order the mar# 
cer, that they may be all Kings, /and yet 
jr rt rare Fry ONe Excr 
C 15 Sove an rerogative i 
aductimeand a according to the re 
ftrgint and"limit of cireumſtance:” 


is;asin EI þ — " Frurtl 
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doubts,and boyſtrrous objections, whexe- 
-” with the unhappigeſle of our. knowledge 
' 00 nearely acquainteth us. More of t elc 
o man hath knowne than my ſelfe,which 
"KW conft:fle I conquered, nor--in a matyal} 
"poſture, bur on my knees +: Neither had 
" Whelcever {uch gm of me, as to. en» 
line me to any race points or politi- 
ons of Atheiſme, . for I SO beene theſe 
any yeares of apgnion therewas never a= 
y. Thoſe thatiheld Religion was the dif- 
erence of man from beaſts, have ſpoken. 
robably,and proceed upona, propoſition 
inductive as the other: That hoRxine of 
"FEpicuras, that Fgpes the providence of 


od, was no Atheiſſne, þut amagnificcnt 
d high-ſtrained,conceit. af his "_ » 


which he deemed tooſſublune $9-min 
EriviallaRions of thoſe interior creatures: 
Th: .fatall nece of Stoicks, i$ ir 
"Put theimmurable Law of his will. Thoſe 
" Phat hezetofore denyed the Divinity ofthe 
Jal ondemned bur 


3 have beene cq ; 


- 
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D 
£ #4\ 
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deny rw6 perſonsin'the Trinity, they hold 
as:we do,that'there is bur 0ne Cod 
That villaine-and ſecreraty of hell; har 
ofed thattmiſcreant/piece 0 thethirec 
rs,though divided from all Reli- 
ns.- and vasneither. w, Turke, norf 
CH, was nota yofirive Acheift. 1 
every Country hath its Afachia- 
ell;) every age its Lae1a8, whereof com- 
heads malſtnot heare, nor More ad- 
ced judgertiems too 'raſhly cenſlire on: 
= RENO own = ay yer: 
z 160 Ko belie 
eſe be poraſe chem dt, i 
Pod trek Rant Fo: 
cregr beliefs; yet as 'Hetds urfyed 
ori the wind and breath of ſich mo- 
A te cone perey eee 
no th 
brtaliny Kd the' Fonts Gi 
&-t6 Take «d6fibethere6f,T'was fa 
ly jd iT with a N- 
vine, CF  that-oI 


ae 
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d{Phifofophy, could notex eel op | 


of his errour, There are a 
11 credit the relations 'of Mahi 
teſtion the teſtimonies of Saint Aa, 
ſpercmptorily beleeve the traditionsof - 
#44 or Pliny, yetin the Hiftories of 
re, raiſe Quenes and objeions; bodies. 
ring no more than they can pallet m hu- 
1: ne Amhors. 
k confeſſe there are in Scriptute lviies 
hat doe =o ri __ of Poets, and to 
To - ous Reader found htke Garevantie 
= For ſearch all the pe of 
dÞimes paſt, & rhe fabulous conceirs of the 
ſent ;andjt will behard. to find one that 
leſerves ro cary the buckler vnt on, 
i5a1l this of ancaſie pe Ky. 
anceive, a divine co 


vl t from rhe litrle finper ron £ 
, Tris ee ofible tre thar elther- JED 


he 
a coy of mah; ox in theinfallibe $oick 
xJofGod,to thi weakrielſe's F 
hos there rp. Aart- 
{ſtics, contra olis, and niditiles * ini 
N (elſe can fx cataloh - CY : 
« norqui { 4s T' kriow, 
op which 
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which ate not reſalved at the firſt hearing, þ 
not fantaſtick Qucre's, or objeions 0 
the ayre;; For I cannot heare of Atoms in 
Divinity. . I reade the hiſtory. of the Pig 
on that was ſent out 'of the Ark, and rc-th 
turned no more, yet not queſtion how ſhe 
found out hcr mate that was left be: 
hinde :. That Z47arw was raiſed from 
the dead, yet not demand where i 
rhe interim is foule awaited ; or raiſc 
a Law-caſc , whether his Hare might 
lawfully detaing his znheritance, bequeaſ 
thed tnto him by his death; & hee,though 
reſtored to ihe Hake no Plea for his for 
mer poſſeſſions. Whether Eve was framed 
pur of the left ſide of Adem, I diſpute nor 
becqulel ſtand not yet aſſingd which js the 
of a man, or whether there bd 
ſizh difliaRtionin Nature. Whether Ad; 
was an Hetmaphrodite, as the Rabbines 
comment upon zhe letter of the Texr.,, beÞ 
cauſe isc all reap, thas then: 
ſhould be an H; aphrodpe; be 
Was 2 compo ag ds, 


before 7 cond compoſed 
Likewiſe wn "world Was Fr 


| 


1 
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1 Aururane,, Summer, or the Spyng; be- 
ſeit was created in them ll; ming whar- 
acver .Signe the Sunne. polleſſeth, thoſe 


-Foure {caſons are atually exiſtent: Ir is the 
-ſharure of this CE to diſtinguuſh rhe 


£ 


eyerall ſcaſons ofthe yeare, z Wen if 


ſnakes at ode time in the, whole « h, and 


n 
f 


W 


1- 


't 
r- 


uccefſively in any patr thereof, ,Therc are 
bundle of curiolities, not ,onely, in Plu- 
ofophy but:in Divitty propo and dil- 
uſſed by men of uppoles abilities, 
b.ate not worthy pfpur RE hours 
much leſſe our ſerious ſtudies Pieces only 
itto be placed in Pantagracle: Studies ,. or 


dÞound up with het ooo: ocecendi, 


jt 
Mo 


Ms . 


ny 


Fic, poſſible truth. 


keſe are Ki ies ;become. not rhoſc 

' bas pernſs O og's Mpny- ire: $ he 
e others. more PH aned a 

cd CO bs creme ko an ca, 

Lis ridiculous to. put 

c-Þff, or drowne the generall Floud of Noah 


$a chat car particular inundation of Dev- 


- 
PC 
= 0s 


$4l: 67; that there was $De9gr once,ſcems 
ot to meſp great a miracle, as thar there 
s not one alwayes. How allthe kinds of 
Ct Rures, not onely in theit owne bulks, 


bu, 
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bur with a competency of food and fuſt 

nance, be preferyed in one Ark, a 

withthe exrent of three hundred cubits; t 

4 reafon rhat rightly examines ir, wilt aj 

yery difficalt. There'is _— 

cret, not contained in the Scti 

is more d toc _ d puts th! 
tpn rite Toe ad 

2nd. hor n 

ces of theworld, es Ges Soy. 


Totes Porch men, bur inhabired b 
mo ares. How Ame 


rice abuſed with beaſt of prey,& nox 
jous Arial 8, Yet contained not in ir tha 
ire h ned bor a Horfe. By whar - 


hoſe,not ondly Birds, brit Yangere 
fn ein Eq care over; 
Far 


ure poFat ce 6 unto bir hl 

but one Atk, atid thatthe creatures beguſ 

proge wogreſſe fromthe mounmaings* of | Arararfih 
LS oct this 'wotld make t 
eee 5 egprond on ki 


he gate Fly Serpent 
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6wre Reaſon; whereby I can mike 


probablegharthe world Was s jrel yep! 


d iri-che tire of Noah a1 ours; ind 
cene humdred y eefs tt lethe ld 


s full a'rime for Tones as fohte thoufand 


1s fince hath beerie: tous, 
Thete are other aflertions wnd ehithnon 
nts drawn from Scriprare;' an” 


| al bekeevedasScti he rid 
dings Tenſe every te 


of my reafon. It iszPadoxt 
at Methuſclah was the longeftliv'd' 
children of 44os, and nv rrair will 


the Text I can manifeſt ha - Fn 


| iſe. That Jud ss hanged 


of 


Yble rs prove it when: frong the | 79 


no' cminepin Fart 4, int 
ace feemes td eek & = 


Y 
iſ1 word hatl-given occaſion to ror 


yer ih knot þ place; ina tnore$s 
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44 
expreſſed in Scripture : Befides that, it 
bable, backs circumſtance 45 t 
p © the plaine inthe land of :Shina 
The are 6. ts of Faith, and thertor, 
admita free diſpure- There are yer 0 
oh Ae: thoſ: familiarly concluded fron 
the Text, wherein andere our) I ſce'n 
conlequence;as,to prove.the Trinity fror 
the ſpeech of God,in the plurall qumbe 
Fuczamus hominem, Let us make mangyhi 
is, butche common ſtile of Princes,$:,m 
of Eminency; - hee that ſhall reade one © 
his | Majeſties..Proclemations, may wit! 
the ſame Logicke conclude; "—_ be twi 


The Eto Rome confidentl 'p 46 
the pee af Tutelary Angels, 


—_ whan Peger —_— at the door, 


Meſege 


young 
point,to kr I remember the i Fre | 
Opponent replyed no more, bur: Fane 
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Sas 2 new and no authenticke interpretati- 


Ya 
| Theſe are bur the concluſions 8 fallible 
fi(courſes of man upon the word of God, 
\Þr ſuch I do beleeve the holy Scriptures ; 
were it of man,Icould not chuſe burfay 
8 was the ſingulareſt,and ſuperlative Piecc 
off at hath beenexrant fince the Creation , 
«ere Ta Pagan, I ſhould nor refraine the 
: wor of itz __ _ Fo comes 
e judgement of P; ,thtar thought che 
\Kicorar' of the Turks a & withour 
:xÞ<judice) is anill compoſed Piece, coni- 
Wkioing in it vaing and ridiculous errours in 
hilofophy, impoſſibilities, fifions, and 
veſſanitics beyond; laughter, maintained by 
haſ'ident and open Sophiſmes, the poli 
. 18 Ignorance, depoſition of Univerſities, 
$4 baniſhment of Learning, that hath 
folloeten fqot by atmes and' violence ; This 
nl 


out 2 blow dorh diſſeminate it ſelfe 
: gre erogs 
_ "Jble what Phils” T 

+ Law of Meſes continucd” two thouſand 
le cates wirhou the leaſt alteration; where- 

« $5 wece, the Laws of other Common- 

= wealcs 
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weales. do alter with occaſions. andeve 
cthoſerhat pretended their originall frox 
ſome Divingy;to bave raniflicd withe 
trace ormemary.. 1 belecve, belides Zor 


after, rhers>wers Fe Nag wr echo 


and ; -Cannal. 
oa 


ethe! 


ſighs 

er eve REP AS Gl 
oor ore! beep | 
[ ny miny.in [= 
n Urn 
ang uh Fee Bt 
ie drug 
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Velare than others have ſpoken x: Pineds 
ouffiotes more Amthaurs in one worke, than 
: encceſſeryima whole world. ' Qf rthoſo 
Tree great Inventions; 1n Germuny, there 
oFerwo which arc not without; their in- 
)nmodrics,and:tt isdi legwhether 
7 exceed not their ute: and cOmmod:- 
: Itis'/not a melancholy: Hiram of 
inc own, but the defires of Cover tends 
Thar there were a generall-Synod.;/1not to 
te the incompatible 'difterenct of Reli- 
Sion, bur,for the benefic of learning go re 
uce it as 'it lay at firſt in a few and ſolid 
urhours ; and to. condemae tothe fire 
joſe [warmes and miltions of ' Repſodies, 
gotten _—_ to. diſtrat-and abute the 
ccaker j ments of Scholars;:and co 
16 Tradeand Myſtery of Ty- 
dg 9 Icannot-bur wonder with 
nd chat exceptions the Semeritencs: could 
dafine chair belicfe to the Pentarewch, or 
ve bookes of Moſes, ponds 
| 600 ane the':Jewes 
| n the Es 
| a fromthe New : -atid1 
ot } wonder, how chas 


and 
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and degenerate iſſue'of Faceb, that arc 
de to Erhnicke-Supesſtttion, and 
ealily 'feduced ro- the Id : of rhaſſc 
' Neighbours; ſhouldnow in fuch an of 
nate and peremptory bcliefe, adhere un 
their owne Doctrine, expett i impoſhbili 
ties,and-in the faceand eye ofthe c hurdſ 
perſiſt without the leaſt hope of conver: 
- on: This isa vice inthem,thar were a ver 
tuc in us; for obſtinacy in a bad cauſe, 
bur conftancy i in a good, And herein 
muſt accuſe thoſe of our Religionzfor che 
1s not any of ſuch a fugitive taith, ſuch a 
unſtable belicte,as a Chriſtian , none chal 
doe {o oft cransformethemſelves, not un 
to {cyerall ſhapes of Chriſtianity and c 
the ſame Species, but unto more unnat 
rall and co formes, of Jew and Ma$t 
homeran;: that thename of S2viou 
cancondefcend tothe bare terme of Pro 
phet; and-frem anold belicte that he ig 
1&:fallroancw expeRation of hi 
comming: Itis rhe-promile Pkg a | 
make 2s all one flocke, butt how and v 
theuniowihall be, is as obſcure iow 
Oe - Of theſe foure nembersl 
CLISION 
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| 
| 
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 Kcligion we hold a proportion, there are 
1 confefſe ſome new additions, yetſmal, 
$0 thofe which accrue to 'our Adverſaries, 
$nd thoſe only drawne from the revole of 

Pagans, men bur of negative impleties, & 
| ch as deny Chriſt, but becauſe they ne- 
er heard of him: Bur the Religion of the 
Yew is expreſly againſt the Chriſtian, and 
le Mahometan againſt both;for the Turk, 

the bulke he now ſtands, he 1s beyond 
ll hope of converſion ; if he fall atunder 
here may be conceived ſome hopes, bur 
ot without ſtrong improbabilities. The 
ew 15 obſtinare in all fortunes ; the perſe- 
ution of fifteene hundred yeares hath bur 
onfirmed them in their error : they have 
lready endured whatſoever may be in- 
ited, and have ſuffered in a bad cauſe, 
ven to the condemnation of their enc- 
ics. Perfecution is a bad and indirect way 
$0 plant Religion, It hath beenc the un- 
F$2ppy merhod of angry devertions,nor on- 
roy to confirme honeſt Religion, but wick- 
gd Hereſtes, and extravagant Opinions. It 
:$as the firſt ſtone and Baſis of our Faith, 
ofſone can more juſtly \ Ra ng 

AQ 


=. .- —_— 


| 


5 __ Religio Medici, 
and .glory-in the-number and valour of 
Martyrs: tor,to ſpeake properly.thoſe ar; 
rrueand only examples of fortitude: ThoiP 
thar. fetch- it from the Field, or draw i 
from the actions of the Campe, are nor { 
truely preſidents of valour and audacity 
and at the beſt atraine but ro ſome baſtar® 
piece of fortitude, If we ſhall trictly ex? 
mine the circumſtances and requiſite 
which Ariſtotle requires totrue and perfet 
valour, we ſhall find the name onely in hi: 
Matter Alexander, and as little in the Ko 
man Worthy ,Fulins Ceſar, and if any,it 
that ealieand active way, have done ſo no 
bly as to deſerve that name,yet in the pal 
five and more terrible. piece thoſe hav 
ſurpalled, and in a more heroical way ma) 
claime the honour of that Title. Ic isn 
inthe power ofevery heneſt faith to pro 
 ceed thus far, or paſſe ro Heaven through 
the ames;every one hath itnot in the fu 
meaſure, norinJo audacious and refolurt 
a temper, _ endure thoſe terrible teſt 
& tryals, who notwithſtandingima peaccy 
able way do truly-4tore chris Swilotina | 
have (no doubt) a Faith accepmableinth 

. cyc 
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yes of God : Now asall that dye in war 
Fre not termed Souldiers, {o neither can I 
Þroperly rerme all thoſc that ſuffer in mar- 
rs of Religion Martyrs. The Councell 
{aÞþf Conſtance condemnes Fohn Huſſe tor an 
y Ficererique, the Stories of his owne party 
Mile him a Martyr, it is falle Divinity if I 
ay he was neither one-nor other:there are 
any ( queſtionleſle) canonized on earch, 
"at ſhall never be Saints in Heaven ; and 
ave their names in Hiſtones and Marty-. 
oÞlozies, who in the eycs of God are not 
inÞ perfect Martyrs as was that wile Hea- 
offien, Secrates,that ſuffered on a fundamen- 
1] point of Religion, the Unity of God, 
Five pityed the miſerable Biſhop thar 
fcred in the cauſe of Antipoaes, yet can- 
ot chuſe but accuſe him of as much mad- 
cfſe,for expoſing his life. on fuch a trifle, 
os thoſe of ignorance and folly that con- | 
ulemned him. Ithinke my conſciznce will 
xFot give me the lie, if I fay, there 15 not a 
an extant that in anoble way teares the 
ce of death lefle than my lclte, yer from 
$< morall dury I owe to the Commande- 
Sent of God, and the naturall reipedts 
D 2 that 
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thar I tender unto the conſervation of my 
eſſence and being, would not periſh upon 
2 Ceremony, Politicke points, or indiffe- 
rency : nor 15 my beliefe of that untrata- 
ble temper, as not to bow at their obſta- 
cles,0r connive at matrers that are not ma- 
nifeſt impieties: The leaven therefore and 
ferment of all,not onely civill, bur Religi- 
ous actions, is wiledome ; without which, 
ro commit our ſelves tothe flames is Ho- 
micide, and (I feare) but to paſſe through 
one fire into another. That Miracles are 
ceaſed I can neither prove, nor abſolutely 
deny, much leſſe define the rime and peri 
od of their ceflation , that rhey ſurvive 
Chriſt, is manifeſt upon record of Script 
rure ; that they our-lived the Apoſtles al 
ſo, and were revived art the converſion 0f 
Nations,many yeares after,we cannot de 
ny,it we ſhall not queſtion thoſe Writers 
whole teſtimonies we doe not controvert 
in points that make for our owne opini 
ons ; therefore that may have ſome trut 
in it that is reported by the Jeſuits,of thei 
Miracles in the Indies, I could wiſh'it wer: 
true,or had any other teſtimony rhen the! 


_— 
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Dwne pens : they may eaſily beleevethoſe 
Miracles abroad, who daily conceive 
reater at home; the tran{inutation of 
i-Yhoſc viſible elements into the viſible bo- 
-y and blood of our Saviour : for the con- 
Fcrfion of water into wine, which he 
& rought in Caa, or what the devil would 
Have had him done in the wilderneſle, of 
ſtones into Bread, compared to this,ſ{carce 
*Welcrves the name of Miracle: Though 
Bdeed, to ſpeake properly,there is not one 
"Miracle greater than another, they being 
he extraordinary eftef of the hand of 
$0d,to which all things are of an equall 
"Facility; and to create the world as eaſily 
>Þs one {ingle creature. For this isalſo a 
uracle,not only to produce effects againſt 
"Þr above Nature, but before Nature , and 
Fo create Nature as great a miracle as to 
'Fontradict or tranſcend her ;, We doe too 
arrowly define the power of God, re- 
training it to Our capacities. I hold that 
od cannot doe all things.but fin;how he 
ould worke contradiftions I doe nor un- 
Þcrſtand, yer dare not therefore deny. I 
not-{ce why the Angels of God ſhould 
=> Tag D; queſti- 
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queſtion Eſdras to recall the time paſt, if i 
were beyond his owne power;or that Got 
ſhould poſe mortality in. that, which h 
was not able to pertorme bimſelfe. I wil 
not ſay, God cannor, but he will not per 
forme many thiags, which we plainly at 
firme he cannot : this Iam ſure is the man 
nerlieſt propoſition , wherein notwitl 
ſtanding I hold no Paradox. For ſtriftl 
his poweris the ſame with his will,, anc 
they both with all the reſt doe maks bu 
one God. 

Burt above all things, I wonder how the 
curioſity of wiſer heads could paſle tha 
great and indiſputable miracle, the ceſſari 
onof Oracles: and in what ſwoun the 
reaſons lay, ro contentthemſelves, and ( 
down with ſich far-tetch't and ridiculoy 


reaſons as Plmtarch all: 2deeth for it. Tha 


Jewes that can believe "the ſupernatural 
ſolſtice of the Sun in the dayes of Toſhuah 
have yet the impudence to deny the E 
cliple, w# every Pagan confeſſed at the! 
dearth: but for this it is evidenttbeyond all 
contradiQion, the Devill himfſelfe confeſk 
ſed it. Certainlyit is not a warrantable cu 

nioſity 
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F10(1ty, to <xamine the verity of Scripture 
&y the concordance of humane hiſtory, or 
hFecke to confirme the Chronicle of Heſter 
|Þr Darrel, by the authority of Megaſthenes 
rr Herodotus : 1 confeſle Thave had anun- 
Fzppy curioſity this way,till T laughed my 
nJete our: of with a prece of Tnſtine, where 
Fic deliversthat the children of 7ſraet for 
Icing ſcabbedwere baniſhed our of Egypt. 
Yard truly fince T have underſtood theoc- 
vcurrences of the world, and know'tthwhatr 

-0unterfeir ſhapes and deceitfull vizzards 
h@fetime pielints on the ſtage thingspaſt 
1} doc beleeve them little more cheri (Files 
$0 come.Some have beene of opinzory, and 
,&0dcavoured to write the 'Hiftory'of their 
(owne lives; wherein Moſes hath out-gone 
Shem all, and Jefr not onely rhe "E of 
"Mis life, but of his dearh alfo. Ir is a riddle 
10 me, hovw this ſtory oF Oracles Hath nor 
}Eworm'd out of the world rhat' doubtful 
:Fconceir of Spirits and” Witches ;' how fo 
igmany learned heads ſhould fo fay-forger 
Iliſkhe Metaphyſicks,and deſtroy the'Ead, 
and ſcale x fey, as to queſtion, the 
F#-xiſtence of Spirits : for my part T have' e- 
vl D 4 Ver 
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ver.beleeved, and doe now know, thu 
there areWitches;they that doubr of the, 
do nor 'onely deny them, bur Spirits ; anc 
are obliquely,not.conſequently, a ſorr,no! 
ot Infidels,but Atheiſts. 

Thoſe that to confure their incredulit 
defire to ſee apparition, ſhall queſtionleſſ: 
never.behold any, nor havethe power « 
verto be {o — as Witches, the Devi 
hath them already in a herefie as capita 
aS\Witchcrafr, and to appeare to them 
were but to convert them: Of all the delu 
fiogs.wherewith he deceives mortalitic 
there is not any that puzleth me more the! 
* rh of Changcilng,l doe nd 
credit thoſe transformations of reaſonabl: 
creatures into beaſts, cr that the Dev! 
hath thepowerto tranſplant a man into 
horſe, who tempted Chriſt (as a triall 0 
his Divinity) to convert ſtones into bread 
I could belceve that Spirits uſe withma 
.the act of carnaluty,and thatin both ſexcs 
 Iconceive they: may aſſume,ſteale, or con 
trivea body wherein there may bee aftio 
enough'rocontent dccrepir luſt, or paſſio 
to ſatishie morg ative vencries;yet in bot 

%-. 4 without! 
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S:ithout a poſſibility of generation : and 
[Fherctore that opinion, that! Antichriſt 
\Yhould be borne of the Tribe of Dan by 
ofconjunction with the Devill, is ridiculous, 
and a conceit fitter for the Rabbins then 
hriſtians. 
14 I hold that the Devill doth really poſſeſſe 
Tome men,the ſpirit of melancholy others, 
|Whe Spirit of Fs arg others ; that as the 
Devill is concealed and deemed by ſome, 
ſo God and good Angels are pretended 
by others, whereof the late defeRion of 
the Maid of Germany hath left pregnant 
example. Againe, I beleeve thart all that 
Yule {orceries, incantations, and. ſpels, are 
Fnot Witches, or as weterme them, Magi- 
\Ncians; I conceive there is atraditionall 
Magicke, not learned immediately from 
the Devill, bur ar ſecond hand from his 
Schollers, v-'- having once his ſecrer be- 
trayed, are able, and doe empirically pra- 
tice without his advice, they both pro- 
ceeding up«.n the principles of nature:their 
atives attiycly conjoyned todiſpoſed pal- 
lives, will under any Maſter produce their 
effects, Thus I thinke at firſt a great _ 
of - 


6. 4 


. dens conftel/atum multa revelat querentibu 


Tation of Spirits ; for thoſe noble-effence 
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of Philoſophy was Witchcraft, which b-Y 
ing afterward derived to another, prove 
but Philoſophy, and was indeed no more 
but the honeſt effes of Nature: What in 
vented by vs is Philoſophy, learned from 
hints Magicke. We doe ſurely owe th 
difcovery of many ſecrets to the diſco 
very of good and bad angels. T conl: 
never paſſe that ſentence of Parave!ſ; 
without an afteriske or annotation; Acce:- 


animals nature, i.e. opera Dei. 1 dorhink 
that many myſteries aſcribed to our owr 
mventions, have beene rhe courteous reve 


In heaven beare a friendly regard untff 
their fellow-natures on earth +; and ther: 
fare beteeve thatthoſe many prodigles and 
ominous prognoſticks which tore-run tha 
ruines of States, Princes, and private perſn 


ſons, ar2'the charitable premonirtons oF 
good Angels,which more careleffe enquiFt 
rieSterme but theeftes of chance and nz 

eure. Now befides thefe particular angſt 


divided Spirits, there may be (for ongh 


I know) an univerſall common Spirit roo 
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Fhe whole 'world. It was the opinion of _ 


lato, and ir is yet the Hermeticall Philo- 
'Fophers; if there be a common nature thar 
nties and tyes,the ſcattered and divided 
Yndividuals into one ſpecics , why may 
here not be one that unites them all 2 
FHowever,I am ſure there is a common ſpt- 
(Fit that playes within us, yet makes no part 
f us, and that iFthe Spirit of God, and 
ſcintillation ofthe noble and mighty E[- 
Mence,which is the life and radicall heat of 
:Wpirits ; and thoſe eſſences that know not 
nFhe vertue ofthe Sunnes fire,qu.te contra- | 
<Þy to the fire of Hell : This is the gentle 
<Fhear that brooded on the waters, and in 
tffixe dayes hatched the world ; this is that 
+Þrradiation that diſpels the miſts of Hel}, 
Fthe clouds of horrour, feare, ſorrow, and 
deſpaire , and preſerves the region of the 
:Imind in ferenity : whatſoever fceles nor 
OFthe wa:me gale and gentle ventilarion of 
uFthis Spirit (though I feele his pulſe)I dare 
not ſay he lives, for troely without this, 
no me,chere is no heat under the Jn ; 
\1Snor any light, though I dwell in the body 
roffof the Sun. 

(Vi As 
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As when the lehouring Sun hath wrought bis tracke 
Up to the top of lofty Cancers backe, 

T he jcie Ocean cr acks,the frozen pole 

Thawes with the heat of the Cele dial coale ; 

So when the abſent beames begin t' impart 

Againe a Solſtice on my frozen heart, 

My Winter's or,my drooping ſpirits ſing, 

And every part revives into a Spring. 

Brut if thy quickning beames a while decline, 

And with their light bleſſe not this Orbe of mine, 

A cvilly froſt ſurprizeth every member, 

And in the midſt of Fre I feele December. | 
Keepe ſtill in my Horizon, for to me, 

T ts not the Sun that makes the day, but thee, 

O how this earthly temper doth deba{e 

T he noble Soule, in this her beavenly pace ? 

Whoſe winzy nature ever doth aſpire, 

T q reach the place whence firſt it tooke its fire. 

T hoſe flames, I feele, which in my beart doe dwe'l, 
Are not thy beames, but take their ay from Hell : 

O quench them all, and let thy light divine 

Be as the Sim to this peore Orbe of mine : F 
And to thy ſacred Spirit convert thoſe fires, 
IV boſe earthy fumes choake my devont aſpires. 


Therefore for Spirits I am ſo farre fronf® 
denying their exiſtence,that I could ealii;Þ* 
belceve, that not only whole CountreyesF* 
but particular perſons have their Tucelay® 


Ty 
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,and Guardian Angels : Ir is not a new 
jinion of the Church of Rome, but of Py- 
agoras and Plato ,, there is no herefic in 

and if not manifeſtly defined in Scrip- 
re, yet 1S an opinion of a good and 
-holeſome uſe in the courſe and ations 
fa mans life, and would ſeeme as an Hy- 


theſis to lalve many doubts, whereof - 


ommon Philoſophy afftordeth no reſolu- 
on: Now if you demand my opinion 
nd Metaphylickes of their natures, I con- 
fle them very ſhallow, moſt of them in a 
egative way, like that of God, orin a 
omparative, betweene our ſelves and fel- 
w creatures; for there is jn this Univerſe 
Staire, or manifeſt Scale of creatures, ri- 
ing not diſorderly, orin a confuſion, bur 
rith a comely method and proportion : 
herweene creatures of meere exiſtence and 
hings of life, there is a largediſproporti- 
n of nature ; berweene two plant-ani- 
nals or creatures of ſenſe, a wider diffe- 
ence; berweene them and man , a farre 
| reater: and if the proportion hold on, 
; perweene manand Angelsthere ſhould be 
aF<2 greater. 
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We doe not "comprehend their nature 
who retaine the firſt definition of Porph 
73, and diſtinguith them from our {clvc 
by unmorahlty , for betore his fall, m2 


alſo was immortall ; yet mauſt we need 


athrmerhar he had a different cflence fron 


method of the Schooles, whatſoever per 
fection we find obſcurely in our ſelves, 1 
a more compleate and abſolute way to a 
{cribe unto them. I belceve they have an 
extemporary knowledge, and upon thi 
firſt motion of their reaſon doe what we 
cannot without ſtudy or deliberation;they 
know things by their formes, and define 
by ſpecificall difference, what we deſcribe 
by accidents and properties ; and therfor: 
probabilitics to us may be demonſtrations 


{ 


T 
p 


che Angels :' having thercfore no certaingfh; 
knowledge of their natures. it 1$-no ba; 


unto them , thatthey have knowledge no: 


onely of the ſpeciticall, but numericallſſhi 
formes of .ndividuals, and underſtand by 


what reſerved difference each angle Hy 
poſtaſts (beltdes the relation to its ſpecies) 
| becomes its aarurall ſ[elfe, ; 


Tha as the Soule hath a power to mov: 
| the 
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: body it informs, ſo there is a Faculty 
) move any, though informe none; ours 
on reſtraint of tame, place,and diſtance. 
Bur that inviſible hand that conveyed 
Wbakkuk rothe Lions den, or Philip ro 
zotws, jntringeth this rule, and hath a fe- 
Tc conveyance, wherewith mortality 1s 
vt aquainted , if they have that inturive 
nowledge, whereby as 1n reflection they 
"Bchold rhe thoughts of one another,]I can- 
Ye peremptorily deny but they know a 
'"Yicar part of ours. They thatto refute the 
'Ynvocation or-Saints, have deemed thar 
Mey know not our aftaires below, have 
Yſroceeded too farre, and muſt pardon my 
Bpinion, till I can truly anſwer that piece 
Bt Scripture, At the converſion of 4 ſinner all 
We Anzels of heaven rejoyce. 1 cannot with 
Wat great Father ſecurely interpret the 
Frorke of the firſt day, Fiat lux, to the cre- 
ion of Angels,though (I confeſſe) there 
!'$ not any creature that hath ſo neare a 
\wymple of their nature, as light in the 
)Sunne and Elements, while we ſtile a bare 

ccidear, but where.it ſabſiftsalone, a ſpi- 
Ftuall Subſtance, and may-be an Angel:in 


IC > briefe, 
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briefe, conceive light inviſtble, and that 
a Spirir, thoſe are certainely the Magiſtgx 
riall and maſter-pieces of the Creaturgi 
the Flower ( or as we may ſay)t 
beſt part of nothing actually exiſting 
what weare but in hopes, & probabiliticÞ 
weare only the amphibious piece berwee 
a corporall and ſpirituall efſence, that mid 
dle forme that linkes thoſe two togethe 
and makes good the methodof God & na 
ture, thar jumps not from extreames, buf 
unites the incompatible diſtances by ſon 
middle and participating natures; that w 
are the breath and fimilitude of God, it i 
indiſputable,8& upon record of holy Script 
ture, but to call our ſelves a Microcoimc$ 
or little world, I thought it only a pleaſanſh 
_ of Rhetorick;,till my neare judgmenhh 
and fecond thoughts told me there was 
reall truth therein: for firſt we are a rud 
maſle,and in the ranke of creatures, which 
onely are, and have a dull kind ot bein 
nor yet priviledged with life, or preferred 
to ſenſe or reaſon; next we hve the lite of 
plans, the life ofanimals, the life of men{ 
and ar laſt the lite of ſpirits, running 'on ft 
ON 
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t$ne. myſterious nature : thoſe five kinds of 
tFxiſtences which comprehend the crea- 
Furs not onely of the world, but of the 
iverſe; this is man the gfeart and rruc 
\mphibium, whoſe nature 1s diſpoſed to 
ve not only like other creatures indivers 
Flements, bur in divided and diſtinguiſhed 
Forlds; tor thoughthere be but one to ſenf , 
here are two to reaſon;the one viſtble,the 
aScher inviſible, whereof Moſes ſcemes to 
ave left deſcription, and of the. other ſo 
bſcurely, that {ome parts thereof are yer 
cofitroverſie; & truely for the laſt y 
r of Geneſis, I mult confeſle a great deale 
f ob{curicy, though Divines have ro the 
ower of humane reaſon endeavoured to 
ake all goe in a hiterall meaning, yet 
ole allegoricall interpretatiqns are allp 
robable,8 perhaps the myſticall method 
$f Moſes bred up in the Hieroglyphicall 
.$chooles of the Egyptians. _ Kon 
'INow for the immaterial world me thinks 
Sc need not wander fo farre as the firſt 
"Moveable, for cven inthis materal fabrick 
he ſpirits walke as TIN from the 
'SitcRian of thne, place,and morion, as be- 
' aan Hah vod 
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yond the -extreameſt circumference: dc 
but extract from the corpulencyof bodie; 
or reſolve things b&yorid their firſt matte 
and you diſcover rhe habitation of An 
gels, which if I call the ubiquitary, an 
omnipreſent eſſence of God, I hope I th 
not offend ' Divinity ; for before the Cr 
tion of the world God was really 
things: For the Angels he created no nc 
world, or determinate manſion,and theie 
fore they are every where, where his 
ſence is, and doe live at a diſtance even ily 
himſelfe: that God made all things fi 
man, is in ſome ſenſg true, yet not fo far; 
as to ſubordinate the creation of thoſe pi 
rer creatures to ours, though as miniſtrinff 
ſpirits they doe, and are willing-to fulfþ, 
K will of God in thele lower and ſubl 
nary affaires of man; God made all thingy] 
for himfelfe, and it is impoſhble he ſhoul 
make them for any other end then h# 
owneglory;it 1s all he can receive,and aj 
that is without himſelfe, for honour bg. 
ing an externall-adjunt, and in the hHonoghy 
er, rather then in rhe perſon honoured, & 
was neceſſary to- make a creature; os 
Wo 
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whom hee might receive this homage, 
«ad that is in the other world Angels, 

this it is man, which when we neg- 
"Wet wee forget the vety end of our 
reation, and may juſtly provoke God, 
ot onely to repent that he hath made 
She-world ; but that hee hath ſworne 
hat he would not deſtroy it. That 
"Where is but one world, is a concluſion of 
Faith. Ariſtotle with all his Philoſophy * 
Wath not beene able to proye it; and as 
veakly thatthe world was eternal! ;, that 
liſpate much troubled the pen of the an- 
Tent Philoſophers, but Moſes decided thar 
weſtion, and ſalved all with a new termec 
Sf creation, a production of ſomething 
ut of nothing; and thar is whatſoever is 
\Sppoſice to ſomething more exactly, thet 
grhich is truely contrary unto God, for he 
|Snely is, all orher-have an exiſtence; with 
"Tepending, and are ſomething but by di- 
Suction. I: Pt. | 
J. The whole Creation is a myſtery, and 
"Farticularly. that of man,at the blaſt of his 
oh wee the reſt of the creatures made 

nd at.his bare word they ſtarred our of 
1) : E 2 nothing : 
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nothing: butin the frame of man ( as the 
Text deſcribes it ) he played the ſenſible 
operator, and ſeemed not ſo much to cre- 
ate, as make him , when he had ſeparared 
the marerials of other creatures,there con- 
ſequently reſulted a forme and ſoule, but 
having raifed the wals of man, he was dri-iﬀ 
ven to a ſecond and harder creation of af 
_ ſubſtance like himſelſe, an incorruprible 
and immorrtall ſoule. For the two afler.i- | 
ons we have in Philoſophy, and opinion 
of the Heathens, the flat affirmanve off: 
Plato, and not a negative from Ariſtotle:f' 
there is another ſcruple caſt in by Divinity 
(concerning 1ts vrodubiion ) much diſpu 
ted in the Germane auditories, and Wit 
that indifferency and equility of arguFſ 
ments, as leave the controverſies undeterF | 
mined. 
l am not of Paracelſ@ minde. that bold 
- iy delivers a reccipt.to make” a man with} 
out conjunction, yet cannot but wonder 3 
the multirude -of heads thar doe deny tra} 
duRion, having no other argument to conf 
firme their belicfe, rhen that 'Rhetoricalſ” 
ſentence, and Antanaclaſis of Augaſtine,cr: 
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ndo infunditur gnfundendo creatur, enher 
pinion will ſtand well enough with reli- 
10n, yet I ſhould rather incline to this, 
; id not one objection haunt me,not wrung 
om ſpeculations and ſubrilties, but from 

ommon ſenſe, and obſeryation,nor pickr 

rom the leaves of any other, bur bred a- 
nongſt the weeds and tares of mine owne 
draine. And this isa concluſion from the 
-quivocall and monſtrous production 1n 
he copulation of man with beaſt;for ifthe 
oule of man be not tranſmitted and tran(- 
uſed in the feed of the parents; why are 
not thoſe productions meerely beaſts, but 
ave alſo an impreſſure-and tincture of 

reaſon in as high meaſure as it may de- 
monſtrate ir ſelfe in thoſe improper or- 
eans 2 nor truly can I reaſonably deny, 
that the ſoule in this her ſublunary eſtate, 
's wholly inorganicall, but that for the 
performance of her ordinary actions,is re- 
quired not onely a ſymmetry and proper 
,(Kiſpoſition of Organs, but a Crafis and 
emper correſpondent to its operation; yer 

1s not this nel of fleſh and viſible ſtru- 
ure the inſtrument and proper corps of 
3 the 
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the ſoule, but rather of ſenſe, :nd that th 
nearer 6; of reaſon. In our ſtudy of Aſþu 
natomy there is a maſſe of myſtcrious Phi 
loſophy,and ſuch as reduced the very\Hea 
thens to Divinity ; yet amongſt all tho; 
rare diſcoveries, and curious pieces,[ find 
in thefabricke of man, I doe not {o muc 
content my ſelfe, as in that I find not an 
proper Organ or inſtrument for the ratic 
nall ſoule ; for in the Braine, which w 
rerme the ſeate af Reaſon, there is not an 
thing of moment more then I can diſco 
verin the crany of a beaſt.' Thus we ar: 
men.,and we know not how, there is ſom 
thing if us,thatcan be withour us,and willſſnc 
be after us,though it is ſtrange that it hath 
no hiſtory, what it was before us, nor can- 
norttell how tt entred in us. 1 
Now for the wals of fleſh, wherein theſe! 
{oule doth ſeeme to be immured befor 
rhe reſtauration, it 15 nothing but ancleÞ] 
mental! compoſition, and a fabricke tharſct 
may fall to aſhes; All fleſh is graſſe, is notſÞt' 
onely metaphorically, bur literally true 
for all thoſe creatures we behold, are but 
the herbes ofthe field, digeſted into fleſliÞly 
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In them, or more remotely carmified in 
\-ur ſelves. Nay further, we are what we 
iÞll abhorre, Anthropophagi and Cannibals, 
:F#evourers not onely-ot men, but of our 
lves, and thatnot inan allegory, bura 
ofttive truth, for all this maſſe of fleſh 
hyhich we behold,came in ar our mouthes: 
his frame welooke upon, hath beene up- 
n our trenchers. In briefe, we have de- 
oured our ſelves. I cannot belceve that 
ifdome of Pythagoras did ever poſitively, 
nd in 2 literall ſenſe, afhrme his Metem- 
#/«choſis, or impoſſible tragſmigrations of 
Fheſoules of men into beaſts : of all Meta- 
|Morphoſes or tranfmigrations, I belecve 
i{nely one, thar is of Lots wife, for that of. 
ebuchadnezZar proceeded not ſo farre * 
1a1l others I conceive there is no further 
Fcrity rhen is contained in their implicite 
F:nſe and morality : I beleeve that the 
Fhole frame of a beaſt doth periſh, and is 
ctr in the ſame ſtate afrer death, as before 
t was marerialled unto life;that the foules 
Þf men know neither contrary nor c--- 
Fuption, rhatthey ſubfiſt beyond ch+- | 
ily, and outlive gdeath by the pri. {+ 
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rheir proper natures, and without a mira$l 
cle, that the ſoules of the faithfull, as the 
leaveearth,take poſſeſſion of Heaven: thai 
thoſe apparitious, and ghoſts of departct 
perſons are not the wandring ſoules of 
men, bur the = wet walkes of Devil 

ompting an eſting us unto milFi 
Thicke, bloud, —__ tions inſtilling an} 
ſtealing into our hearts; that the bleſſcc 
ſpirits are not at reſt in their graves, bu 
wander folicitous of the affaires of thi 
world , that thoſe phantaſmes appeare © 
ten, and doe frequent Cemireries, Char 
ncll houſes, and Churches, it is becaul; 
thoſe are the dormitories of the dead 
where the Devill like an inſolent Cham 
pion holds with pride the ſpoiles and Tr 
phies of his vitory in Adam. 

This is the diſmall conqueſt we all de$jj. 
plore, that makes us often cry, 0 AdamYn 
os feciſti? I thanke God I have not thoiYa 

rait ligaments, or narrow obligatians qi 
theworld.,as to dote on life,or be convulin 
and tremble at the nanze of death, Nov 
that Iam inſenſible of the dread and hord 
rour thereof, or by raking jnto the bow] 
cls 


Religio Medici. . 73 
Sls of the deceaſed, continuall ſight of A- 
"Hatomics, Skeletons, or Cadaverous re- 
Miques, like Veſpilloes, or Grave-makers, 
© am become ſtupid, or have forgot the 
pprehenſion of mortality, but that mar- 

halling ofthe horrours, and contempla- 
(Fing the extremities thereof, find not any 
Whzrcin able to daunt the courage of a man 
uchleſle a reſolved Chriſtian, andthere- | 
Fore am notangry at the errour of our firſt 
Fparents, Or unwilling to beare a part of 
this common fate; and like the beſt of 
them to dye, that 1s, to ceaſe to breathe ; 
Ato take a farewell of the elements, to be a 
Yking of nothing tor a moment,to be with- 
none inſtant a ſpirit: When take a full 
view and curcle of my ſelfe, but with this 
reaſonable moderator, and equall piece of 
juſtice, death, I doe conceive my elfe the 
: Fmilcrableſt perſon extanty were there not 
nother life that 1 hope for, all the vani- 
Gries of the world ſhould not intreata mo- 
(ments breath from me; could the Devill 
oFworke my belicfte to imagine I could never 
dc, would not out-live that very thought, 
| have ſo abjeR a thought of this common 
ir way 


—— 


74 _ Religio Medic}. 
way of exiſtence, this retaining to the Sunf 
and elements, I cannot thinke this to be 
a man , orto live according to the dign- 
ty of my nature, in expeRation of a betrer;þ 
I can with patienceembrace this lite,yet uſt 
my beſt medirations do often defire deathſi 
I honour any man thar contemnes it, nor 
can I love any that is afraid of it, this 
makes me naturally love a Souldier, and 
honour thoſe tattered and contemptible 
Regiments that will dye at the command}! 
of a Sergeant. For a Pagan there may beſſſc 
fome morives to be in love with life, butr 
{or a Chriſtian to ve amazed at death, 1Þ! 
ſee not how he can eſcape this Dilemma ſe 
, tharhe 5 ro0 ſenſible of this life, or carc-þc 
leſfe of the life to come. c 
Some Divines count Adam 3o.years olr 
0 
n 
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at his creation, becauſe rhey ſuppoſe hi 

created in the perfe&t age 8&ltature of man; 

& ſurely we are all outof the computation 
' of our age,every man is ſome moneths elÞ: 
der then he bethinkes him ; for we liveÞu 
move,and have a being, and are ſubject roÞn 
the actions of the elements, and the ma4þ, 
lice of diſeaſes in that other world, thqhv, 

True 


t 
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arueſt Microcoſme, the wombe of our mo- 
er: for befides that generall and com- 
on exiſtence that we are! conceived ift 
ur Chaos, and whilſt we ſleepe within 
nfſhe boſom of our cauſes,we enjoy a being 
nd life in three diftint worlds, wherein 
e receive moſt manifeſt gradations : In 
hat obſcure world and womb of our mo- 
her, our time is ſhott, computed by the 
loone; yer longer then'the' dayes of ma- 
diy creatures that behold the Sunne, our 
elves being not yet without lite, ſenſe, 
hnd reaſon , the manifeſtation of its aRi- 
[Þns, it awaits the opportunity of ob- 
1:&s, and feemes to hve there bur in its 
Foote and ſoule of vegetation, entring af- 
erwards upon the ſcene of the world, we 
riſe up and become another creature,per- 
orming the reaſonable ations of man, 
nd obſ{curely maniteiting that part of Di- 
Siniryin uſe, but notin complement and 


derfection, till we have once more caſt 
eur ſecondine, that is,this lough of fleſh, 
ond are delivered into the laſt world, thar 

s, that ineffable place of Saint ”az!, - that 
$6: of ipirirs. The ſmattering that I have 
| of 
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of the Philoſophers ſtone, which is n 
rhing elſe but the perfeteſt exaltation of, 
gold, hath taughr me a preat deale of Di 

vinity,and inſtrued my beliefe, hojy th 
mmorrtall ſpirit and incorruptible - ſub 
ſtance of my ſoule may lie obſcure, an 
Neepe within this houſe of fleſh. Tho! 
ſtrange and myſticall tranſmigrations tha 
I have obſerved in Silkewormes, turnc 
my Philoſophy into Divinity. There is i 
theſe workes of nature, which feeme t 
puzzle reaſon, ſomething Divine,and har! 
more in it then theeye of a common {p? 
Ctator doth diſcover. I am naturally baſh 
full, nor hath converſation, age, or tra 
vell, beene able to effront or harden mc 
yet I have one part of modeſty, whicif 
I have ſeldome diſcovered in - another 

that 1s, to ſpeake truely. -I am not 
much afraid of death, as aſhamed thereofF. 
to the very diſgrace and ignominy of 0! 
natures, that in a moment can {o disfigur 
us that our neareſt friends, Vife, & Chil 
dren ſtand afraid and ſtare at us. Th 

Birds and Beaſts of the field that before 1! 


a naturall feare obeyed us, forgetfing | 
: 
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Yegiance begin to pr n vs; this ve 
K-je hach in a eee A ifpoſed and [ft 
witling to be ſwallowed up in the a- 
ſe of waters, wherein I had periſhed, 
ſcene,unpityed, without wondnng eyes, 
res of pity, LeQures of morrality, and 
one had ſaid, Quantum mutatue ab illo \ © 
Fort that I am aſhamed of the Anatomy 
my parts, or can accuſe nature for play- 
g the bungler in any part of me, or my 
gyne vitious life for contrafting any 
amefull diſeaſe upon me, whereby 1 
ight not call my ſelfe as wholeſome a 
"Forſell for the wormes as any. Some up- 
"$1 the courage' of fruitful iſſue, wherein, 
©Þs in the rrueſt Chronicle, they ſceme to 
"ulive themſelves, can with greater pati- 
"Ynce away with death. This conceit and 
ounterfeit” ſubliſting in our progenies 
"F-cmest0 me a meere fallacy, unworthy 
"Yhe defitcs/ of a man, that can but con- 
pf civeathought of the next world; who, 
"*n 2 noble ambition, ſhould deſire to live 
"Jn his ſubſtance in Heaven. And there- 
"Fore at my death I meane to take a Totall 
view of the world,not caring for a Mo- 
nument 


lc 
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myment; Hiſtory, os Epitaph,. not ſa muc 
as the, bare memory: of my. name to bi 
found any where but.inthe unjverlall Re} 
viſter of God: Iam not yer ſo Cynicall Fs 
ro approve the/Egſtament of Diggenes,noſſh 
doe altogerher allow that Rodomantado off: 
Lutian, © WEDEE es) e 
—Ce&lo tegitur , qui yan habet urnam. 
He that unburied lies, wants not a Herſe, 
For unto him 4. tembe's the univerſe. ; 
But commend in my calmer judgement 
thoſe ingeguous imtehtions thar defire 1a 
ſleep by che urnes of their 'Farthers, anÞr 
ſtriveto goe the neareſt way umto corrupt 
on.I doe not.envy the-remper of Crowes\ 
nor the numerotis and,yeavy: dayes, of ouſfe 
Fathers before the Floud: 'If their be: an$h 
truth;in Aſtrology, I-may gwdivea JubileÞ« 
as yet I have not; ſcene one revgluyzion offiv 
S&xrae, nor have: my pulle- beate-thirtyFre 
yeares, and excepting-one, have feene thgn 
aſhes, and left under grqnnd,all the, King 
of. Ewrope, have. becne comemporary iQ 
three Empcrours, toure Grand-SignioursPit 
and as many Popes, me-thinkes; I-havet 
qut-liyed my-lelte,and/begtn to be weary: 
0 
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the ſame, I have ſhaken hands with de- 
ght in warm bloud and Canicular 'dayes, 
perceive I doe participate the vices of 
ge, the world to me is but a dreame, or 
ock-ſhow, and we all therein bur Pan- 
oſalones or * Antickes ro my ſeverer con- 
emplarzon. 

I: is hor, I confeſſe, an unlawfull Pray- 

ro defire to ſurpaſle the dayes of our 

haviour, or wifh' to out-live-that age 
gvherein he thought fitreſt ro dye, yet, if 
[as Divinity affirmes) there ſhall be no 
\@ray haircs in Heaven, but all ſhall riſe in 
Yhe perfect ſtare of 1ien, we doe but out- 
Jive thoſe perfections in this world, to be 
agecalled by them,” by a greater miracle in 
y$be next,and runon here butto retrograde 
eereafter. Were there any hopes to out- 
oſive vice, ora point'to be fuper-antated 
om ſin, it were worthy on our knees to 
mplore the age of Methuſelah. Bur age 
oth nor rectifie,butincurvate ournatures, 
Jurning bad* difpoſitions'into worſer ha- 
$Þits; and (like diſeaſes) bring'on incura- 
'@le vices; for every day,as we'grow weake 
© age,we grow ſtrong in finne, and the 
i, nWN- ;' 


1 
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number oft our dayes doth but make ou 


fianes innumerable. The fame vice co 
mitted at {1xreene, is not the ſame, thoug 


it agree in all othercircumſtances,at forty 
bur ſwels and doubles from the circum 
ſtance of our ages, wherein beſides thi 
conſtant and inexcuſable habit of tran 
grefling,it hath the maturity of our Jude«F 
ment tro cut off pretence unto excule off 
pardon: every finne,. the oftner it is com 
mitted rhe more 1t acquirerh in the yualic 
oftevill; as it ſucceeds intimes, ſo tt proffſf 
ceeds intodegrees of badneſſe, for as the 
proceed they ever multiply,and like figure" 
in Arithmeticke, rhe laſt ſtands for mor 
thenall chat went before «: the courſe an@} 
order of my life, would be very death rt! 
others:I uſe my ſelfe toalldyers,humom 
ayres,, hunger, h.:ſt, cold, heat, 'wanfff 
plenty, neceſſity, dangers, hazards; wheiÞ4 
I am cold, I curenot my felte by heargh* 
when. ſicke, not by phyſicke, thoſe tha 
know how. I live, may juſtly ſay, Iregars! 
not life, nor ſtand in feare of deaths Ian" 
much-taken with two verſes of Lucan, finc{\ 
I have beene able not onely as we doe aF< 
Eg Schoo 
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Schoule, to conſtrue, but underſtand it : | 
ikureſque Dei celant ut vivere dorent, 


Felix efſe mori. 


$4 are ive all deluded, waively ſearching wayes, 
o make us happy by. the length of aayes, 
rear cunninely it makes protrat# the breath 
The Gads conceale the bappimtſſe of Death, 


There be tnany excellent fſtraines in 
tat Poer, wherewih his Stoicall Genius 
Sath liberally ſupplyed- him; and truly 
here are ſingular pieces of Philoſophy of 
reno, and doctrine' of the Stoickes, which 
| Perce ie; delivered -in a Pulpit, e for 

urrent Divinty,. yer herein are they ex- 
Frame that can allow/a man to be his own 

affine, and {o highly exroll che- end/of 
#0, this is indeed nat.to feare death, bur 
et 10 be afraid of life. Ir is @ brave a of 
zJalour ro contemnedeath, but where life 
+ moreterrible then death, '® & then _the 
n | date to live, and b_ 

ligion hath caught us. a noble example : 
;Forall the valians oa of Cartios Sceyola; 


or 


SS a 
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os Godrws, :dor nhorparatietior rmdtely the 
one of Fob; and ſurethere is no torture t# 
the reck'of adifeale, nor thy Poreyar 
in death it fclfe like rhoſe it-the' way ol 
prologue unto it, 
' * Embro nold; ſed me eſe mortuum nthil cu 
I would nat dye, but'eart not tobe derF! 
Were I of Ceſars Religion I ſhould be 
his deſires; and wiſh'rarher to be corrurc$t 
at one blow,thento be ſawed in peeces bÞ 
the grating c6rture of x'diſtaſe.. Now b4QÞ! 
fidesxthis literal poffcive kinde of dear 
there ate others whereof 'Divines makÞ 
mention,and'thofe-F'thinke, not meer 
Iy Metaphoricall; as Mortification; dyin 
unto fifine and the worlU; therefore I layÞ 
every man hath: double Horoſcope, on 
of his\Humatiry, - his-birth ; another off: 
his Chriſtianity, his baptiſme, and fro 
this doe I compute or 'calculate my Nai 
vity, yetnorteckoninp'of thoſe Hore con 
buſts, and ddde' dayes, 'of eſteeraing m 
{clfe afly thing, betore was my Saviours 
and-inrolled in the Regiſter 'of *Chr iſt 
whoſoever enjoyes not -this life; i coun 
tine but an apparition; though-he w_ 2 
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que him thee (cnſible affeRion of the 
Ef. 
Y In thoſe morall acceptions, the way 
be immornall is te dyc daily me 
hinke that I have the true Thoary 
math, when I contemplate a ckull, . 
1Fho1d a Skelerpn, which thoſe vulgar 
zpinationscaſt upon it ; I have there- 
rhe enlarged that common Memento 
bþri, into 4 more Chriſtian memoran- 
bm, Memento quatuer noviſiima, thals 
thþure inevitable points of us all, Death, 
Sdecment, Heaven,and Hell. Neither 
re$d the contemplations of the Heathens 
init in their graves, without a further 
2Jought of Rademanth of ſome judiciall 
&ocecding after death, bur in gun oe 
tay,and upon ſuggeſtion of their natu- 
fil reaſons. I cannot but marvaile from 
niFhar Sie or Oracle they ſtole the pro- 
mclic of the wazlds deſtruRon by.fice, 
m whence Lucan learned to tay; 


0] anni mwnds ſuperef rogwgſbu hrs 
FW Os prom | 
C4chremwines 10th warid-ano rayares 
ul.&e, F 2 Where- 
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Whertin our bones with ſtarres ſhall makeh 
one pre. Me 


"I beleeve the world growes neare i: 
end; and yet is neither old nor decayed 
nor will ever periſh upaa the ruines « 
its owne principles. As the worke « 
Creation was above nature, ſo its ai 
verſary, annihilation, without whi 
the world-hath not its end. Now wh 
force ſhould be able ro conſume it, th 
farre without the breath of God,whic 
is the trucſt conſuming flame my Phi 
loſophy can informe me?I belceve th 
there weat nota minute to the world 
creation, nor ſhall there goe to its de 
ſtruſtion ; Thoſe fix daics ſo punu 
ly deſcribed, make not to me one mc 
ment, but rather ſceme to manifeſt t 
method and Idea of the great worke of 
the intellet of God, then the mann 
how he proceeded in its tion. 
wore mo_—_ Tat wo ould be Þ 
the laſt day an 1 roceeding,or 
calling tothe R_ indred che Som 
kure ſcemes £0 imply, anche litera 
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mrmentators doe conceive: for ,un- 
akeable myſteries in-the Scriptures 
c often delivered in a vulgar aad illu- 

Fative way , /aud-being written- unto 
:<an, are delivered, not as they truel 
, bur as they may be. underſtood, 
herein notwithſtanding -the-diffexent 
erpretations- according to different 
cÞpacirics they may ſtand firme with 
ir deyotion, nor be any wayprejudi- 
ll ro each ſingle edification. Now to 
termine the day and;yeare of this itt- 
table time, is not onely convincible 
ad ſtatute madneſle, but alſo manifeſt 
Wpicty; How ſhall we 4nterpret. Elias 
F000. yeares ,--or amagine the ſecret 
Ommunicated - to.the Rabbi, which 
qþod hath denyed to his Angels 2 , .,... 
$ Ithad beene an excellent quzre,. to 
gave poſed the devill of Delphos, .and 
Fuſt needes have forced him to ſome 
range-amphi ,it hath not onely 
zocked the predictions of {undey;A- 
We in ages paſt, bur the, aarvad 
y of many melancholy beads,inthe 
celenc, who acither underſtanding rea» 
| F3 lonable 
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ſorable things paſt, nor- preſent, pn 
fend a knowledge: © of yÞ ctagonyÞ, tO £O 
heads ordained onely to manifeſt thi: 
— re of 'melancholy , an 
fulfill old prophefies, rather al 
atithour of new, 
'FInthoſe dajesthere ſhall come waſſ 
and rumours of wars 7 to me ſeemes nj 
fie, but a conſtant truch, ins 
tries verifyed fince it was firſt pre 
fr9imeed : There hall be ſignes in th}? 
Moone and Starres, how comes he the 
ke'a theefe in the night , when he give 
21 item of his comming? Thar commoþ0 
figne drawn From the revelation of An! 
richriſt, the Philoſophers ſtone in Div 
hity, for the difeovery and inventiofÞ 
ae thongh: there be preſcribe 


ap tk induGtions; fa 6 it 
hea perfe& diſcoſe 
very thereof. That generall opinion the 


_ & ficgre dr an end; harar 
| paſt asnearely a5'0urFt 
whraid TRL 'theſoules that now di 


ft; ethnor eſcape the l ning expo? 
W460 of che Skies under a ore d 


Lun” 
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nan fue Domime ?\ How lang, 4 Loar 
{-groane. inthe: 'of the 

eat Jubilce: [Thus.is the day chav muſk 
good the great: artributt of Gods 


| f 
iſtice,'thar muft reconcile thoſe-tman- 


| erable doabts tharrormentthe wiſeſt 


RR and reduce thaſe feem- 
qualities, and reſpeRtivedifttibu- 
ns pihnhisiedkh to-an' equality and 


|| compentive Juſtzceunthe next; -- *_- 


MI This/is that one day har ſhall include 


comprehend a} that weat before it, 
rein.as in the laſt [cene, all the Ae 


| ofs muſt-enterto com leat 2nd make 


he Cuaftrophe of this great pieces 
isisThe day, whoferonely, memosy: 


- <4,novar] to Tnake-us>honeft m; the 


> "and to bt yercuatis wahout: a 


c itneſſec Tpſa ſur pretium virtue (phr,gdat 


$7uE1$ her owner reward; is but a cold 
rineiple and/novable ro maintaine Qur 
arizble; reſolations:in'acontant and 


& _G-way of goodneſle. I havepradti- 


t honefbarrifice of Seneca,: ns 


qi ertiedund ſolitary i 


detfineomen from ithe->fo botderiefle 0f 
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vice, have fancyed to my ſelfe 
ſence of my deareand worthyeſt yl | 
before whom I ſhould loſe my mY 
eherchen be vicious, yet herein I fou 
_ tharthere was but morallhong 
ſty; and this was nor to be vertuous ft 
his fake who muſt reward us at the l; 
day. 1 havetryedif I could have react 
ed that great reſolution ofhis,to be hi 
neſt withour a hr. of Heaven « 
* hell, and indeed Tround upona natur: 
inctination,and inbred loyalty unro ver 
= thar I could ſerve her without a 
very, yt not 18the reſolved vencrab| 
way, but a the frailty of :mymarur 
upon an caſte temptation, might he 
7 rar tro forget her; - The lifethereh 
and-ſpizir of all our aQions,is the re{ut 
| reGtion, and ftableapprehenfion; th 
our aſhes ſhall enjoy the fruit-of our x 
ous endeavours; without-this, al] Rel D 
| gionisa fallacy, and thoſe impieties dit 
Lucian and Evuripedes, are no oo it 
mies, bur ſubtile verities, and Arheiſiſt] 
have beenethe only Philoſophers:Ho ti 
ſhallthe' Scedutiſer 15 no) IS « e [4 


. 
_ _ 
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ny faith, tQ belceyo- onely poſſbiliries, 

; not faich,but meere Philoſophy , ma- 
53 re true in Divinity,” which 
inducible by reaſongorcon- 

ple by ſepſe, and-.many chungs in 

ile ſophy confirmable by -ſcnſe;'yet 


| | ide by reaſon. Thus it is 1m+- 
roſſible by any. ſolid or-demonſtrative 
Yreaſons. to perceive a man- to bekeeve 
She converſion of -the. Needle, 40. the 
ENorth;chough this be poſſible,aad true, 
Jand cafily credible, upon a fingle cxpe- 
riment of the {enſe.. I: beleeve that:our 
Jcſtranged and divided; aſhes {hall unitc 
Jigaine, that our ſeparated duſt after{o 
many pilgrimages-'ahd transformat;- 
ops gnto the parts of | Minerals, Plants, 
Animals, Elements, ſhall atthe yoyce 
Yof..God returne- into; their Primirive 
ſhapes,and joyn againe to make upthcir 
|Yprimary and predeſtinate formes.. As at 
the Greation, there was a. pa * 
I qtheconfuled maſſe into 4 
the deſtrution'thereofſþ 6s poor be aſepa - 
tion into its diſtin individuals.- I 


the Creation of the world, all that di- 
n ſtin& 


go Religio Mexivs. 
ſtin#t ſpecies rhar' webehold, lay inv ol 
ved in one maſſe; till-the bvdyce | 
of- God ſeparated this winired makkirudeſſſ 
meo1ts feverall f CIT {6 ar the laſt | 
day;'' when th 
ſhall be fcatrered inthe ek | 
formes, 4nd/[come- Fred have fo hex i 
roper habas;Codbya power cen 
5 | cominan them Facke Erol 
prope and eal themoutby their ; 
Pohang ihdividudts-*': (Thenſhalt ap-fſp 
peare the fertiſit5 of Alam; and the ma-ſſt] 
gick&of rhat"ſerme that batt dilaredſ/ 
mro {6 co oth {Nhat is madetoſfſ 
þ ns pag Nahre!etnnot; nov: wil fe 
of Goddeftroy 417 415; i 
Thoſe bodies that we {© behold: [td pe le 
rb, drerks in th&r <reared naures;- im-ſſfc 
tortal? {and table nnto death bur ici In 
_ -and'npon forftir,and ——_ li 
= wefiet thitnatarall homage un 
128 6ther- bodies'doe, Dinarie 7 
beteſtbied to-irtenortality wich wlefſerſþl 
miracle; by a bare and'cafie revocacif 
ont of courſe returte immortal,” have 


ofrchbeheld asa miracle, that artificiallſn 


reſur- 7 
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fireforreftion and viviſication of Aeveury, 
flow being 'monified in 2" thouſand 
Fſhapes, it affumcs againeits owne, and 
Yrerurnes into its mamericall ſelfe;,”* 1 7 
| 'Lerus ſpeake naturally, and as Philo- 
ſophers, the formes of alterable bodies 
:nzhoſe ſenſible corruprions periſhnor ; 
Faor as we imagine,” wholly quit theif 
manſions, but retire and conrratrhem- 
'Wſelves into thoſe ſecret and tinacceſſable 
-ſpants, where they may beſt' 'prote& 
-lthemfelves againſt:the-aftion/ df their 
Antagoniſts. A planrorvegetable'con- 
oFſurned ro afhes, to-acomemplative and 
ſchool Philoſopher ſeemes utterly de- 

ſtroyed ,and the formerto have taken hs 
-Hleavefbr ever: Butto aſubtile Artiſt the 
-formes-are not periſhed, but withdrawn 
mo rheir combaſtiblepart; wherechey 
Ilis fecure fromthe ation of thar deyou- 
-fing clemenr; This.I make pood by'c#: 
yiperience; and can” froth 'the aſhes of 
nbplan tevive theplanr; and from-its Gin- 


1-Kders recatirro its ftalk and leaves agait!. 
IWharthe Art of mancan doe in rheſe 
l|Bnferiour' pieces, what blaſphemy 4s/ir 

- _ | | to 


[ 
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toimagine the finger of God cannot doe 
in thoſ. — and ſenfible ſtru- 
tures? This is: that myſticall Philoſo.ſ 
Phy, from whence no'true Schuller be. 
comesan Atheiſt, but from the viſtbleſ 
effxs of nature, grows upa real. Divine, 
and hcholds not 2s in a dreame, as .Exc- 
kiel;burin an! ocular and viſible obje& 
therypes of his reſurrection. Now,thel 
necefſary Mantions:of our reſtored ſelf, 
are theſe twocantrary incompatible pla- 
ces we call Heaveriand Hell ; tra define} 
them, or iricitly codetermine what and 
where theſe -are,furpaſſerh my divinity, 
That elegant. Saint, which: ſeemed to 
havea's wr Heaven, _ left _ 
nexther eye hath iſeenc, nor care- bath 
heard.,. nor can-entcrinto the :hearr: off 
men: he was tranſlated out-of himſelf: 
ro-bebold ir, bm [being returned intoſſ 
himſclfe. could not expreſſe- it,> Sair 
Sodeſcripton by Raecdeeyidops on 
wes; and precious! Ranes, is toowenkghy 
ro-expreſle the material Heaveriwe be 
hold. -- Briefely! therefore, "ou = 
_ oug 
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Joulc hach the full meaſfure,and comple- 
Snent of happineſle, where the bound- 
Belle appetite of the ſpirit remaines com- 

ptcatly ſatisfied, that ir can neither de- 
irc addirion nor alteration, that I thinke 
gs ruly Heaven: and this can onely be 
-ſ$n the enjoyment of that eflence, whbſe 
infinite goodheſſe is able co terminate 
the deſires of it ſelfe, and theunſaniable 
\ wiſhes of ours; where ever God: will 
hus manifeſt himſelfe, there is Heaven, 
—_— the circle of this ſenſible 

orld. 

Thus the ſenſe of man may bein Hea- 
ef any where within the limits of his 
owne proper body, and when it cealeth 
ne in the body, it may remaine in its 


owne ſoule, that is its Creator. And 
thus we may ſay thar Saint Paw, whe- 
her in the bede: or out of the body, 
xs yet in Heaven, To place it in the 
MfEmpyriall,or beyond the tenth Sphere, 
15 ro forget the worlds deſtruction , for 
Iwhen this ſenſible world ſhall be de- - 
royed, and ſhallthen be here as it was 
2,40 Kmpyriall Hegven, x queſs v4- 


eajtze. 
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cuitie, when to asSke where Heaven is, is 
ogg where rhe preſence of God 
15, or where we liayethe glory of. tha 
happy vilian. Moſes that was bted up in 
all the lcarni ng oft che Egyptians, com- 
mitted a groſle abſurdity in Philpſophyſ 
when.withthe eyes of fleſh he defies 
to {ce God, and petuioned his Maker, 
that. is truth ir {elfe, ro contradiction, 
Thole that imagine Heaven and-Hell 
reighbours, and conceive a vicinity be- 
tweenc thoſe rwo extreames,upon con 
ſequence of the Parable, where Dive; 
dilcourſed with La{arw in Abraham; 
þoſome, doe too grollely conceive 0 
thoſe glorified creatures, whoſe eycs 
ſhall cafily our-ſce-rhe Sunne, and bc- 
hold without a PerſpeGive, the extrea- 
meſt diftances : for if there ſhall- be i 
our glorified eyes, the faculty of ſigh 
- and receptionot objeds, I could thinke 
the viſible ſpecicsthere to be in as unli 
mitable away as now che intelleQuals} 
I grant that:rwo badies placed, beyon 
the tenth, Spheare, or in a vacuity;-. ac 
carding to A»:/totles Philgloghy, eouldy 
" "is "2 — 820 
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tot' behold each other, becauſe there 
wants body or! Medium to ' have and 
rtaniſporttho viſible rayes of the obje&t 
1} unt6 che ſcnfe, but when there ſhall. be a 
-E zctictall defottof NE lee con- 
YI vey; or listic to prepare and dilpale chat 
d 3 Foy =o T herfec viſion, we 
muſt ſuſpend the rules of our Philoſvu- 
phy, and make all good by a more ab- 
NY tolite piece of Opricks. I cannot tell 
how to fay that'fire 'is. the eſſence of 
1 hell, T know not whatto'make of Pur- 
5} carory, or conceive a flame thar cannei- 
ther prey upon, nor purifie rhe ſubſtance 
of a toule;choſe Aames of fulphure mer.- 
toned in the Scriptures, rake norto be 
c-Iunderſtood ofthis preſent Hell, bur of 
1-fthat to come where” fire thall make up 
the complement of our tortures, and 
have a body or ſubje& wherein ro mani- 
8 feſt its ryranny: Some whio had the ho- 
Is 


nor'to be Tex. in divinity, are of opt- 
Inion it ſhall be the ſame ſpecificall fire 
with ours. This 1s hard to conceive, yet 
ycan'T make good how even that may 
|Jptey' vpon our bodies, and.yier not con-. 
oth --- fume 


* 
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fame-us: for in this materiall ' world, 
there arc bodies thar/ paſſed invincible 
in-the powerfulleſt flames, and though 
by ation of the fire they fell into igni-$ 
tion and liquation, yet will they. never 
ſuffer a deſtruRtionz;I would know how ! 
Moſes with an aQruall fre calcind; Or 
burnt the golden Calfe into powder: for 
that rayſticall mercle of gold, whoſe ſo-F 
lary and celeſtiall nature I adore, cxpo- 
{ed unto the violence of fire, growes on- 1 
ly hot and liquifies, but conſumeth not: 
o when: the conſumable and: volatile 
picces of our bodies ſhall be refined in- 
to 2 murcimpregnable and fixed temper 
like gold, though they ſuffer from the 
ation of the flames they ſhall never pe- 
0h but lis tmimortall is the armes of 
re. | 
And furely this frame muſt ſuffer 
onely by the ation of chis element,there 
will many bodies eſcape, and nor Qnely 
Heaven, but carth will not be at an end, 
but rather a beginning ;-For at preſent 
is noteatth, bur a. compoſition ok fire ,Þ 
water, carth, andairc ; butat that ume 
i) | {poyled 
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|, Bpoyled of thoſe ingredients, it ſhall ap- 
q arc in a ſubſtance more like it ſelfe, us 
hes. Philoſophers that opinioned the 
- $rorlds deftruttion by fire, did never! 


K 
rWrcame of annttnlation,which is beyond 
/ he power of fublunary cauſes, for the 
rYaſt and proper aftion of that element is 
rut bierifieatidmer a reduRtion of a body 
-Fto Glaſſe, and therefore ſome of our 
. (Chymicks faftioully afirme ; yea; arid 
- Sree Scripture for ir, thar at the laſt fire 
:Þ!! ſhall be cryſtallized and reverbera- 
(cd into Glaſs, which is the utmoſt acti- 
. 1 of that element. Nor need we feate 
rſhis rerme annihilation, of wondet that 

od wilt deſtroy the workes of his 
- (Creation: for man ſubſiſting, who is, 
$ad then'truly appeares a Microcofime , 

he world cannot be ſaid to be deftroy- 
$d. Fortheeyes of God, and perhaps 
Þlſo of our glorified ſelves, ſhall as real- 
By behold and contemplate the world in 
,$'5 Epnome or contraRted cſlence, as 
pow it dothat large in its dilated. fub- 
tance. Inthe Sycriof aPlant ro'the 
nd 5: Ae” 


of 
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of man, there cxiſt, though in an inviſ; 
ble way, the perfect leaves, flowers,an 
fruit thereot; for things that ate in poS 
ro the ſenſc, are actually exiſtent to the 
underſtanding. Thus God beholds al 
things, who contemplates as fully | 
workes in their Epxome, as in their fu] 
volume;and beheld as amply the whol: 
world inthat little compendium of th 
fixth day, as in the ſcattered and dilate 
pieces of thoſe five before. Men com 
monly fer forththe torments of Hell b 
fire,and the extremity of corporall aft 
EH1Ons, and deſcribe Hell in the ſame 
method that Mahomer doth Heaven. T hi 
indeed makes a noyſe, and drums in poÞt 
pular eares: bur if this be the terriblc 
piece thereof, it 15 not worthy-to ſtandſy 
in diameter with Heaven, whoſe happiſi 
nelc conſiſts in that partthar is beſt a 
ble ro comprehend it, that immortall el: 
ſence, the tranſlated divinity of God Fi 
the ſoule. I thanke God, and with joyſþ 
I mentionit, I wasinever afraid of hell, ſc 
nor neyer grew, pale at the deſcription 
of that place z: Lhave fo fixed; my.con-ſ 


tem - 
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[ 2900s on Heaven, that I hayc al- 
inolt forgor the Idea of Hell, and am. 
\@fraid rather to loſe che joyes of Hea- 
:e$cf, then endure the miſery of Hell , to 
Þc deprived of them is a perfet Hell, 
u$1d needes me ,thinkes no addition to 
|Fompleat our afflictions, that tertible - 
|$crme hath never detained me from fin, 
For doc Iowe any good action ro the 
Fame thereof: I feare God, yeram not 
nSfraid of him,his mercies make me aſha- 
yyncd of my f{innes, before his judgments 
1Sfraid thereof: theſe are the forced and 
Iccondaty method of his wilddom,which 
iYic uſcrh bur as the Liſt remedy, and up- 
>a provocation,, a courſe rather to dce- 
Faine the wicked,then to incite the god- 
dy co his worſhip. I cannot thinke rhere 
iFSas ever any ſcarcd into heaven, they 
1-0 the faireſt way tO heayen,that would 
{F:rve God without 4 bell, other Merci- 
{Saries that crouch unto him in fearc of 
yell, chough they terme themſclyes the 
,crvarits,arc indecd but the flaves of the 
n{lmighty : and to be fruqgand ſpeak my 
-Foule, when I ſitrvey the occuittences of 
Fr 3s ' my 
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my life,and call into account the finger 
of God, I can perceive nothing bur an 
abyſſe and maſle of mercies, either ink 
| generall ro mankind, or in particular to 
my ſelfe, and whether out of the pre- 
judice of my owne affteRions, of an in- 
verting and partiall conceit of his me:-ſſvi 
cies,I know not,but thoſe which othersh 
terme croſles, afflictions,” judgements, ſþ: 
misfortunes,” to me who enquire farther 
into them then viſible effeRs,they both 
appeare, and in effe& have ever proved 
he ſecret and diſſembled favours of his 
affetion. It is a ſingular piece of wilc- 
dome to apprehend truely, and without 
paſſion the avorke of God, and ſo well 
to diſtinguiſh tix juſtice from his mercy, 
as not miſcall thoſe noble attributes; yerſſt 
if is likewiſe an honeſt picce of Logick, 
fo diſpute and argue the proceedings 
of God,as to diſtinguiſh even his judge-ÞÞt 
ments 1nto mercies. For God is merci-KK 
full unto all, becaufe to the worſt, that 
the beſt deſerve, and to ſay he puniſh-Fh 
&th none in this world, thoughir be af 
Paradox, is no abſurdity, To one n 
> atl 
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ach committed murther, #f the Judge 
jould ſay, onely ordaine a Finezit wero 
nÞþ madacfſe to call this puniſhment, and 
oo repine at the ſentence, rather then ad- 
-ſnire the clemency of the Judge. Thus 
-four offences being mortall, and deſer- 
-Fving not onely death, but-damnation,if 
$ſhc goodneſle of God be content to tra- 
rerſe and paſſe them over with a loſle, 
rFnisfortune, or diſeale; what Phrieaſic 
hſþvcre it to terme this a-puniſhment, ra- 
dſher than an extremity of. mercy, to 
sroane under the rod ofhis judgements, 
-Father then admire the Scepter of his 
[{nercies 2 therefore to adore, honour, 
znd admire him, is a debr of gratitude 
lue from the ob] igation of our nature, 
tares, and condiuons, and with theſe 
houghts,he that knows them beſt, will 
ot deny that I adore him; that I abtain, 
-heaven, andthe bliffe thereof, is acci- 

lentall,and not the intended worke of 
ny devotion,it being a felicity I cannei- 


-ſher thinke to deſerve,nor ſcarſe in nio- 
leſty to expect. For theſe two ends of 
Þs all;cither as rewards,or puniſhments, 
| 3 arc 
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axe mercifully ordained,and diſpropor 
tionally i an unto our aRions, th! 
one bang farre beyond our deſerts, th@ 
other {0 infinitely below our demerits 
There is no falvation to thoſe that be 
leeve not in Chriſt, that is, ſay ſome 
ſince his Nativity, and as Divinity af 
firmeth'þefore alſo, which makes m 
much apprehend the end of thoſe ho# 
neſt Worthies and Philoſophers whic 
dyed before his Incarnation. 'It js hard 
to place thoſe foules in hell whoſe if 
doth teach us vertue 0n earth; me thinks 
amongſt thoſe many ſubdiviſions of hel 
rhere might have beene one Limbo left 
for thofe : What ſtrange viſion will in 
be to fee their poericall fiftions conver-Jd 
ted into verities, and rheir imagined and! 
fangyed furies, into reall devils * how 
fra to them will. ſound the Hiſtory: 
of Agam, when they ſhall ſuffer far him 
they never heard of? when rhey thae 
derive their Genealo y from the gods, 1 
ſhall know they are Ye unhappy iſſue} © 
of finfull man 2 Tr is an infolent part off 
reaſon to comroyertthe works of God, © 

or 
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orfor queſtion the juſtice of his proceed- 
hSnags; Could humility teach orhers,as ir 
hF@arh inſtructed me, ro contemplate the 
rsÞnfinite and incomprehenſible diſtance 
xMSherwixt cheCreator and rhe creature;or 
Kid we feriouſly perpend that one prin- 
Fciple of Saint Parl, Shall the weſſel! ſay te 
nW&#»e Potter, Why haft thon made me thas ? 
oft wauld preyent the arrogant diſputes 

freaſon, nor would we argue the defi- 
dntive ſentence of God, either in heaven 
{For hell. Men that live according tothe | 
JJright rule and law of reaſon, live but in | 
eltheir owne kind, as beaſts doe 1ntheirs; 
who juſtly obey the preſcript of their 
narures,and therfore cannot-reafonably 
demand a reward of their ations as on- | 
dI'y vbeying the naturall diftares of their 
vreafons. It will therefore, and' muſt ar 
yIlaſt appeare,thatall ſatvation is chrough 
af Chriſt ; which verity I feare thoſe great 
r<xamples of vertue muſt contirme, and 
.|nake it good, how the perfefteſtathons 
of carth have no title or claime rnto 
heaven: nor truely doe I thinke the lives 
of theſe or of any other were ever cor+ 
G 4 reſpon- 
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reſpondent or 1n all points conformablghr: 
unto their doctrines ; it 1s evident thaghr 
Ariſtotletranſgreſſed the rule of his ownffic 
Erhicks ; the Stoicks that : condemne 
paſſion, and command a man to laughl 
in Phalars his Bull; could not indurgy 
without a groan,afit of the ſtone or coli 
licke. The Scepticks that affirme theyſſc 
knew nothing,even in that opinion conFh 
futethemſelves, and thought they knewſſn 
more then all the world. DzogenesT hold 
ro be the moſt vaine-glorious man offfe 
his time,and more ambarious in 'refufingſÞſo! 
all honours, then Alexander in rejetingſe 
none. Vicc and the Dey1ll pur a fallacyſſb 
upon our reaſons, and provoking toofſo 
haſtily to run from it,entangle and pro-fſo 
found us deeperin it. The Duke ot Ye-hv 
nice, that ycarely weds himfſelfe untoffln 
rhe Sea, by caſting thereinto a ring offi 
Gold, I will not argue of prodigality,ſſ; 
becauſc it is a ſolemnity of goodyle andfſp 
conſequence inthe State.Butthe Philo-Jc 
ſopher that threw hzs money into the} 
Sea to avoid avarice, Was a notorious ſt! 
progigall. There 15no road or ready] 


way 
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$2 to vertue, it 15not ancaſie point of 
St to diſ-intangle our ſelves from this 
iddle,or web of {in : To perfe$ verrue, 
to Religion,there 1s required a Pano- 
lia or . compleate armour, that whilſt 
Fre lye not at a cloſe ward againſt ane 
ice we lye open to another : And in- 
viced wiſer diſcretions that have the 
hred of reaſon to condudt them, offend 
#ithout a pardon; whereas under heads 
dImay ſtumble without diſhonour, Thete 
Foc ſo many circymſtances to prece tp 
oJone good ation, that tis a lefſlonto 
m00d, and weare forced to be 'vertuous 
bythe booke, . Againe, the praQtice of 
men holds not an equal! pace, yea, ang 
afren_runnes counter to their Theory ; 
ve naturally know what is good, bur 
ofraturally purſue what is evill : the Rhe- 
foricke wherewith I perſwade another, 
cannot perſwade my ſelfe: there is a de- 
{prayed appetite in us, that will with pa. 
-Itience heare the learned inſtruftions of 
:Reaſon ; but yer performe no farther 
sIthenagrees to its own irregular humor. 
[In briefe,we all ate monſters, rhar is, a 


compo- 
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compoſnion of man and beaſt, wherei 
we muſt indeavour to be as the Poa 
fancy that wiſe man Chiron, that is, rc 
have the Region of Man above that of 
Beth, and ſenſe to fit bur at the foqgro 
realgn, Lafſtly,I doe defire withr God$ 
rhat all, but yet affirme with men,, tha 
few {hal know falvarion;tharthe bridz$hs 
& narrow;the paſſage ſtrair unto life, y: 

ofe. who doe confine the Church « 
God,cither to particular Narions,Churfn 
£hes, or Families, have made ir far nar 
Tower then ever our Saviour meant it. 
beleeve many are fayed, who roma 
ſremic reprobated, and many are reproſc 


hatred, who in the opinion and ſentence 
of man ſtand elected ; there wil appear 
atthe laſt day, ſtrange, and unexpecteqh: 
cxamplcs, both of .his Juſtice and'merſÞ 
cy,andtherefore to deffre either,1s follyþ! 
in man, ,and infolency even in the'deÞÞ 
vils; thoſe acute and fubtill ſpirits canfi 
nor divine in altrheir ſagaciry;who ſhabþc 
be ſaved, which if rey could prognoſtife 
care, their labour weteat an end: nog#h 
need they compaſſe "the earth, ſeeking: 
| whom 
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irhom they may devoure. Thoſe who 
1Þpon rigid application ofthe Law, ſen- 
[Fence Solomon unto damnarion,condemn 
ot only him, but themſelves, and the 
vhole' world's, for by the lerter, and 
written Word of God, we are without 
ception in the ſtate of death, bur there 
$ a prerogative of God, andan arbitra- 
pleaſure above the letter of his owne 
aw, by which alone we can'pretend 
nto ſalvation, and through which Se- 
lomon might be as cafily ſaved as thoſe 
ho condemne him. 
a The number of thoſe who pretend un- 
0 ſalvatzon, and thoſe infinite ſwarmes 
Sho rhinke to paſſe through the eye of a 
eedle, have much amazed me. That 
ame and compellation of little Flock, 
r#oth not comfort but deject my devoti- 
|ppn, eſpecially when tefle& upon mine 
Þwne unworthinefle,” wherein, accor- 
nfing to my humble apprehenſions,] 42m 
aÞþctow them all: Tbeleeye there ſhall ne- 
Fer be an Anarchy in Heaven, bur as 
oghere are Hierarchies amongſt the An- 
1pcls,fo ſhall there be degrees of prionty 
m | amonegft 
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amongſt the Saints, Yet is it(I proteſt}; 
beyond my ambition to aſpire unto th: 
firſt rankes, my deſires only are, and 
ſhall be onely happy therein, to be byÞj 
the laſt man, an bin up :the Rere i 
Heaven. n 
inc, Iam confident,and fully per 
ſwaded, yet darc not take my oath off 
my ſalvation;I am as it were ſure and dot 
belceve, without all donbr, that there i 
ſuch a City as Conſtantinople, yet for mſhi 
rorake my oath thereqn, werea kind offi: 
_ perjury, becauſe I hold not infalliblghc 
warrant from my own ſenſe tro confirm$o 
meinthe certainty thereof. And tru=ly|i 
though many pretend an abſolute cerſFe 
rainty of their ſalvation, yet when any 
humble ſoule ſhal contemplate her ownſſh 
unworrhineſle, ſhe ſhall mcete with mays 
ny doubrs -and ſyddainely find howpy 
much we ſtand in need of the precept oj 
Saint Paul, Worke out your ſalvation wit 
feare and trembling, That which is the 
cauic of my eleion,'I hold to.be the 
cauſe of my ſalvation, which was. thyþ 
mercy,and beneplacity of God, beforc 
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ſt} was, Or the foundation ofthe world: 
h Eg was, T am; is the ſaying 
1 $t Chriſt, yer is crue, if I ſay it of my 
#|fe,for I was not onely before my ſelf, 
Bur Adam, that is, in the Idea of God, 
nd the dectee of that Synod held from 
Ecerniry. And in this ſenſe I ſay,the 
zorld world was before the Creation, 
darancnd before it had a beginning. 
Inſolent zealcs that deſtroy good 
Forkes and rely upon faith, take nor a- 
ay merit : for depending upon the ef- 
Sc:cy of their taith, rhey enforce the 
ondition of God, and ina more ſophi- 
ticall way doc {ceme to challenge Hea- 
en. It was ordered by God, that one- 
y thoſe that lapt in the water like dogs 
hould have the honour to deſtroy the 
lidianites,yet could none of thole juſt- 
y challenge,or imagine he deſerved the 
zonour : Thereupon I do not deny, but 
{Fhat true faith,and ſuch as God requires, 
15 not onely a marke or token, but alſo a 
1Fneanes of our Salvation, bur where to 
, 
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FÞad this, is as obſcure to me, as my laſt 
$a. - And if out Saviour could object 
| voto 
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unto his owne Diſciples, and favourite 
a Fiith, that co the quaiitity of a. graingſ 
of Muſtard ſeed,is able to remove moun 
raines; [urely that which wee boaſſt of is 
not any thing, ort the moſt, bur a rc 
move from nothing. 

This is the Tenorof ny beliefe,where 
1n, though, there be many things ſingy 
lar, and co the huinour of my Irregular 
ſelte, yer, if they [quare not with matu- 
rer Judgement, I diſclaime them, andN 
doe no further farher chem, then the 
learned and beſt Judgements ſhall au$ 
thorize them. 


IS$ISESIEISS $© © 


The Second part. 


Ow for the other Vertue of Charif, 
ty, without which faith is a -mecrqh, 
notion, and of no exiſtence, I have everſc 
endevoured to nouriſh this mercifull dif 
poſition, and humane inclination, which} 
I borrowed from my Parents,and reg | 
\{» 
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*Fc it tothe preſcribed Lawes of Cha- 
Sy ; and if I hold the true Anatomy of 
y ſelte, I am delineated and naturally 
amed ro ſuch a piece of vertue,for Iam 
fa conſticution {o generall,thac ir.con- 
res,and lympathizerh with all things ; 
have no antipathy, or rather Idio-{yn- 
afte, in dyet, humour, ayre, any thing; 
wonder not at the French, tortheir 
iſhes of froggs,{nailes,and toadſtooles; 
4Nor atthe Jewes for Locuſts,& Gtafle- 
FYoppers, but being amongſt rhem,make 
Sem my Common viands. And I find 
cy agree with my ſtomach as well as 
heirs ; I could digeſta Sallad gathered 
a Church-yard, as well as in a Gar- 
"ſn. TI cannot ſtart ar the preſent of a 
crpent, Scorpion, Lizard, or Salaman- 
er; at the fight of a Toad, or Viper, 1 
| $nde in me no dehire to take up a ſtone 
'Þ deſtroy them. I fecle not in my ſclte 
Poſe common antipathies that I can 
: cover in others: Thoſe nationall re- 
ugnancies do not touch me ;nor doe I 
hold with prejudice, the Flemmiſþ, I- 
"Wien, 5 paniard, Or Dutch , but meyy 1 
: nd 


i EET 
, 


Tt2 Relirio Medici, 
findetheir ations intballance with mg 
Country mens; I honour;love, and cm 
brace them in ſome degree; I was born 


in the eighth Climarte;bur ſeemed forty; 
betramed and conſtellared unto all ; I, 
am no plant that will nor proſper out oft 
a Garden. All places, all ages, makcgh 
unto me one Country; Iam m Englandh 
every where, andunder any meridians 
I have beene ſhipwrackt, yer am notcÞo! 
nemy with the {ea or winds; I can ftudyſn 
play, or fleepe in a tempeſt. In brictcſic 
I am averſe from nothing, neither PlanFh 
Animall; nor Spirix, my ConlcicrcQo1 
would give me the lye, if I ſhould fay Rhi 
abſolutely deteſt, or hate the Devill, oÞu 
at leaſt abhorre him, but that we maziſne 
come to compoſition. Is there any thingIn 
among thoſe common objects of hatre$o 
that] can fately, I doe contemne andÞ 
laugh at ? Thar great inquiry of reaſonfue 
vertue,and Religion, the multitude,thaSoi 
numerous piece of Monſtruoſity,whicly 
taken aſunder, ſeemes rhe reaſonabl& 
Creatures c*God , but confuled-rogeFal 
&her make bur one grcat beaſt, and qi 
—_ monſter] 
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\nonſter,more prodigious then Hydya ; 
& is no breach of Charity to call thoſe 
poles, it 15 the ſtile all holy Writers 
ave afforded them, ſet downe by Solo- 
on in the holy Scripture, and a point 
f our faith to beleeve ſo, Neither in 
ename of multitude do I only include 
e baſe and minor ſort of people; there 
$a rabble even amonegſt the Gentry,a 
"rt of Plebeian heads, whoſe fancy 

nove with the ſame wheele as theſe 
en, even in the ſame Levell with Mc- 
hanickes, though their fortunes doe 
Somewhat guild their infirmities, and 
heir purſes compound fortheir follies. 
ut as In caſting account, three or foure 
en together come ſhort in account of 
ne man placed by himſelf below them: 
d neither are a troop of thoſe ignorant 
Doradoes,of that true eſteeme and va- 
gue, as many a forlorne perſon, whoſe 
ondition doth place them below their 
Feet. . Let us ſpeakelike Poliricians,there 
$a Nobility without Heraldry, a natu- 
Fall digniry,whereby one man is Ranked 
Firth another, and Filed before him ,ac- 
_ ER cording 
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cording to the quality of his deſert, and 

preheminence of his good parts:thoug\|i 
the corruption of thele times, &rthe by: 
of this preſent practiſe wheele anothd 
way: thus it was 1n the firſt and privitive 
Common-wealth, and is yet in the in 
tegrity and Cradle of well-ordered po 

litzes, ll corruption getteth ground,r 
der delires labouring after that whi 
wiſer confiderationscontemn,every 0 
having a liberty to amaſle and heape 

riches, and therewith a licenſeor tac 

ty to doe or purchaſe any thing, The gi 
nerall and indifferent temper of minds 
| doth mare neerely diſpoſe me to thiſhi 
noble vertue. It is a happineſſe to bj 
borne and framed unto vertue, andt&6 
grow up from the ſeeds of nature,raths 
then the inoculation and forced graft 
of education, yet if we are directed or 
ly by our particular Natures, and reguſh 
late our inclinations by no higher. rulfo! 
than that ofour reaſons,we are but Mo 
raliſts; Divinity will ſtill call us hea 

thens, Therefore this great worke offn 
Charity,muft have other motives,cndgþc 
anc 
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nnd impulſions: I give no almes to ſati(- 
oFie the hunger of my Brother, but to ful- 
land accompliſh the Will and Com- 
and of my God, I draw not my purſe 
ivFor his ſake that demands it;bur his thar 
nEnjoyned it ; I relieve no man upon the 
{hetoricke of his nniſeries, nor to con- 
at mine owne commailerating diſpoſt- 
Pon, for this is ſtill but morall Charity, 
d an act that oweth more to paſſion 
ben reaſon. He that relieves: another 
Pon the bare ſuggeſtion and bowels of 
"Sy, doth — much for his ſake as 
ger his own: for by compaſſhon we make 
Sthers miſerics our owne, and fo by re- 
eving them, we relieve our ſelves al- 
It is an erroneous conceite to redreſlſe 
her mens misfortunes upon the com- 
10a conſiderations of merciful natures, 
at it may be one day our owne caſe, 
IÞor this is a ſinuſter,and politicke kind of 
oLharity, whereby we {eeme to beſpeake 
alhe pitics of men in the like occaſions ; 
ſad I have obſerved that thoſe profeſ- 
5d Elecmoſynanes, | ongh in a croud 
f p or 
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or multitude, doe yet place their petiti- 
ons on a few and feleted perſons. 
There is ſurely a Phyſtognomy,which]x 
thoſe experienced and Maſter MendiÞ;; 
cants obſerve, whereby they inſtantly], 
diſcover a mercifull aſpeR, and will ſfinYq 
ole out a face,wherein they ſpy the ſigY}, 
natures and markes of pity : fortherg, 
are myſtica{ly in our faces certaine cha{};; 
racters which carry in them the motrdfl] 
ot our Soules, wherein he that can read] 
A.B.C. may read our natures. I beholc 
moreover that there is a Phiſtognomy 
or Phyſtognomy, not onely of men,b 
of Plants,and Vegetables , and in eve 
_one of them, ſome outward figure: 
which hang as ſ1gnes or bufhes of thei 
inward formes. 
The finger of God hath left an in 
{cription upon all his workes, not pra 
phicall or compoſed of Letrers, bur off 
their ſeverall formes,conſtitutions, pan 
and operations, which aptly joyned to 
gether, make one word that dothex{c 
preſſe their natures. By thoſe Letcerſhh 
God cals the Stars by their names, an, 
| b 
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J by this Alphabet Adam affigned to cyc- 


ry nature, a name peculiar to its Nature. 
TNow there are beſides theſe Characters 
in our faces, certaine myſticall figures in 
our hands; which I dare not call meere 
daſh ſtrokes, a Lavole, or at randome, 
becauſe delineated by a pencill; that ne- 
J ver workes in vaine; and hereof I take 
Jac more particular notice, becauſe 
FI carry that 1n mine owne hand, which 
Jl could never read of, nor diſcover in 
another. Arz/totle,I conteſle,in his acute, 
Jand ſingular booke of Phyſiognomy, 
hath made mention of Chiromancy,yet 
Wl belceve the Egyprians, who were ever 
addicted to thoſe abſtruſe and myſticall 
\Ficiences, had a knowledge therein, to 
vhich thoſe vagabond and counterfeit 
"gE2yptians doe yer pretend, and perhaps 
YFretaina few corrupted principles, which 
MFometimes may verife their Progno- 
tMickes. 
It is a common wonder of allmen, 


0 
*Þow among ſo many millions of faces, 


here ſhould be none alike ; Now con- 


\Frary; I wonder as much how there 
. H 3 ſhould 


118 Religio Medici, 

ſhould be any, he that ſhall confiderſpe 
how many thouſand. ſeverall words" 
have beene careleſſely and withour ſtu-$0 
dy compoſed out of 24. Letters, with-Þ 
all how many hundred lines there are toil 
be drawne in the fabricke of one man, 
ſhall eaſily find that this variety 1s ne-F#c 
ceſlary. And it will be very hard that$1 
they fhall {o concurre as 'to make one}v} 
portract like another, Let a Painterſc 
carefully limbe out a Million of faces, ſi: 
and you ſhall finde them all different, ſat 
and after all this art there will remaineÞ0! 
aſenſible diſtinction «from the partterneſin 
of every thing in the perfecteſt of tharÞt 
kind; Sax a we ſhall ſtill comes: 
ſhorr, though we tranſcend or goe be-$0 
yond it, becauſe herein it is wide and a-Þ0 
grces not inall points unto its Coppy,Þit 
nor doth the ſ{imilitude of Creatures}y 
diſparage the variety of nature.nor anyſ't 
way confound the workes of God. ForPul 
evenM things alike there js a diverſity, 1 
and thoſe that doe ſeeme to accord,doepul 
manifeſtly diſagree. And thus is ManÞ0 
like God,for in the ſame things that we lo 
| reſem- 
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eſemble him, we. are utterly differenr 
om him, There was never any thing 

0 like another, as in all points to con- 

.Furre, there will be ever ſome reſeryed 
lifference ſlip in,to prevent the Identity 
richout which, two ſeverall things 
-ould not be alike, but the ſame, which 
s impoſſible. But to rerurne from Philo- 
ophy to Charity, I hold nor ſo narrow 
conceite of this verrue, as to conceivz 

hat to give almes, 1s onely to be chari- 
;ble,or thinke a piece of Liberality can 
omprehend the Torall of Charity; Di- 
iniry hath wiſely divided the a there- 
f into many branches,and harh taughr 
s in this narrow way,many paths unto 
.oodneſſe, as many wayes as we may 
.Poc good, ſo many wayes we may be 
haritable,there are infirmities,not one- 
fly of body,but of Soule, and fortunes, 
rF'hich doe require the mercifull hand of 
-Þurabilities. 

| I cannot contemn a man for ignorant 

:þut behold him with as much pry as [ 
1þoe Lazarm.1t is no greater Charity to 
: Floath his body, then apparell the na- 
| H 4 kedneſle 
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kedneſſe of his Soule. Iris an honouraflis 
ble obje& to ſee the 1cafons of otherſm 
men were our Liveries, and their borfſſe 
rowed underſtandings doe homage toffl 
the bounty of ours. It is the cheapeſiiſc 
way of bencficence,and like the naturallſc: 
charity of the Sunne illuminates ano{Jd 
rher without obſcuring it ſelfe. To bc 
reſerved in this part of goodnefle, is the 
ſordideſt piece of covetoulneſle, an 
more contemptible then the pecuniary 
avarice. Tothis(as calling my ſelfe 
Scholler) I am obliged by the duty 0 
my condition, I make not therefore myp 
head a grave, but a treaſury af knowJj 
ledge, I intend no Monopoly, but Jq 
r 
t 
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Community in learning, I ſtudy not fot 

my owne ſake onely, but for theirs tha 

ſtudy not for themſelves. I envy ndÞ 
man that knowes more then my {eltcYt! 
but IT pity them that know lefſe. I inf 
ſtrut no man as an exerciſe of myp 
knowledge, or with an intent rather tdfſc: 
nouriſh and keep italive in mine qwngſti 
head, then beget and ingender jt in his Jz 
in the midſt of all my endeavours ther 
15 
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{is but one thought that dejects me, that 
my acquired parts muſt periſh with my 
J{lte, nor can be' Legacyed among my 
honoured Friends, I cannot fall out or 
contemne a man for an errour, Or cOn- 
ceive why a difference in opinion ſhould 
divide our aft-Rions: for controverſies, 
diſputes, and argumentations, both in 
Philoſophy, 8& in Divinity,itthey meete 
with FYf and peaceable natures,doe 
yJnot infringethe Lawes of Chariy in all 
diſputes; ſo much as there is of paſſion, 
ſo muchthere is of nothing tothe pur- 
poſe, for then reaſons, like a bad hound 
({ipends upon a falſe ſent,and forſakes the 
Jqueſtion firſt ſtarted. And this is one 
Creaſon why controverſies are never de- 
Mtermined,tor nou they beamply pro- 
poſed, they are tcarce ar all handled, 
they doe ſo wander with unneceſſary 
Digreſſions, and the Parenthefis of che 
party, oftenas large as the maine diſ- 
courſe upon the Subjet. The Founda- 
tions of Religion are already eſtabliſhed 
and the principles of Salvation ſubſcrie 
Jbed unto by all, there remaines nor one 
IC | | con- 
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controverſic that is worth apaſſion, and 
yet never any diſputed without, not on- 
ly in Divinity, but in inferiour Arrs; 
What a Barez;euvoaye, and hot Skirmiſh 
is betwixt $, and T. im Lucian? fo doth 
Grammarians hacke and flaſh for theſþ 
Genitive caſe in Fupiter, How manyÞþi 
Synods htve beene aſſembled and an-f 
gerly broke up avaine about a linein Pro- 
pria que Maribus ? How doe they break 
their owne pates to ſalve that of Priſci- 
an: Si foret in terris rideret Democritus,þrc 
Yea, even amongſt wiſer militants, howſſuc 
many wounes have beene given, andſfha 
credits ſhamed for the poore victory ofar 
an opinion or beggerly conqueſt of a di-J} ' 
indion* Schollers are men of peace,ſrh 
they beareno arms, but their tongues 
are ſharper then AZins his razor; their 
pens carry farther,and give a lowder re- 
port then thunder ; I had rather ſtand inſ 
the ſtroke of a Baſiliſco then in the fury 
of 2 mercileſle pen. It is not meere zealch: 
rolearning, or devotion to the Muſes, ha 
that wiſer Princes Patron the Arts, andſe 
carry an indulgent reſpect unto _ T 
ers, 
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ers, but a deſire to have their names e- 
ernized by the memory of their Wri- 
ings, and a feare of the revengefull pen 
ff {fucceeding ages: for theſe are men, 
hat when they have played their parts, 
nd had their exits, muſt ſtep out and 
ive the moſall of their Scenes, and de- 
er unto poſterity anInventory of their 
ertues and vices. And ſurely there goes 
great deale of conſaence to the com- 
ling of an Hiſtory, and there is no re- 
Þroach to the {candall of a Story. Iris 
Buch an aurhenticke kinde of falſehood 
Fhar with aurhority belies our good 
Thames to all Nations and Poſterirics. 
There 1s another offence ro Charity, 
Srhich no Author hath ever written of, 
Bnd few take notice of, and that is the 
{proach,not of whole profeſſions, my- 
Fteries and conditions, but of whole na- 
flons, wherein lye opprobrious 5 000 0 
hat we muſt call each other, and upon 
ncharicable Logick from a diſpoſition 
$a few conclude a habit in all. 
fe mutin Anglor et le Brenach Eſcoſſois, 
bc bowere Italion > le fol Francors, 


Le 
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Le Poultron Romaxe et le carron Gaſcots, of 
Le Eſpagnol ſuperb et le Almain jurogn. 'C 
S. Paul that cals the Cretians lycrffY 
doth it bur indirectly and upon quuratiÞ9! 
on of their owne Poet. Ir is asbloudy PX 
thought in one way as Neroes was 1n a0 
nother. » 01 
For by a word we wound 4 thouſands! 
and at one blow affafline the Honour oÞf! 
a Nation, It is a compleate piece off! 
madnefſe to miſcall and raile again 
the times, or thinke to recall men t 
reaſon, by a fit of paſhon : Democrith 
that thought to laugh the times intt 
goodneſle,ſcemes to me as deepely Hy 
3c) hondriack,as Heraclitzs that bewai 
ed them, it moves not my ſpleene tc 
behold the multitude in their prope 
humours, thar is, in"their fits of foll 
and madneſle , as well underſtandinÞ" 
that Wiſdome is not common to the 
world, and thar it is the priviledge of 

tew to be vertuous. | 
They that endevyor to aboliſh vice de 
ſtroy alſo vertue,for contraries, though 
they deſtroy one another, are yet in lift 
| of 
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ff one another. Thus vertue ( aboliſh 
ice) is an Idea , againe, the communi- 
y of fin. doth not deſparage goodnefſle, 
tor when vice gaines upon the major 
part, vertue, '1n whom it remaines, be- 
omes more excellent,and being loſt in 
ioee pull its goodneſſe in another 
vhich remaine untouched, and perſiſts 
ntire in the generall inundarion, I can 
herefore behold vice withour a fature 
Kcontent, onely with an admonirtion, - or 

nſtructive apprehenſion; for Noble na- 
Kures, and ch as are capable of good- 
efſe,are not railed into'vice, and main- 
Faine rhe cauſe of injured truth: no man 
Kan juſtly cenſure or condemne another, 

decauſe indeed no man truely knowes 
Knorher. ER 
This TI perceivein my felfe, for I amin 
She darke to all the world,and my nea- 
Seſt friends behold me burin a cloud; 
hoſe that know me but ſuperficially, 
hinke leſſe of merhen I do of my felfe; 
.Shoſe of my neare acquaimance thinke 
ore; God, who truely knowes me, 
nowsthat1am nothing,tor he þcholds 

. 4 me 
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me.and all the world, who lookes fhotÞ- 
onus through a divided ray, or a trajef 
ion of a ſenſible ſpecies, but behold, 
the ſubſtance without the helpes of ac-þ 
cidents,andthe formes of things, as weſſhi 
their operations. Further, no man.canſ; 
judge another, becauſe n@nan knoweshhy 
bjmſclfe, for we cenſure others bur as, 
they diſagree from that humour whichſb 
we fancy laudable in our felves, andſ 
commend others but for that wherei 
they ſeem to quadrateand conlſeat with; 
us. Sq that in conclufion, all is burt.thar; 
we all condemne, ſelte-love, which ig : 
the generall complaint of theſetimesby 
2nd perhaps of thoſe paſt, that charity 
growes cold; which I perceive molt 
verified in thoſe which moſt doe magſeq; 
nifie the fires and flames of zeale, for the, 
i5avertue that beft agrees. with Qpldeſihg; 
natures, and ſuch as are complexionedþir 
for humility: But how ſhall-we expecF; 
Charity towards others, when we ardtur 
uncharitableto our ſelves ? and charityhi 
beginnes at home, in the voyce of thelg; 
world, yet iS evcry man his Owne greaqna; 
reſt 
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eſt enemy,and as it were his owne exe- 
utoner. Nor occides, is the Comman- 
jement of God, yet {carce obſerved by 
any.man, for I perceive every man 1$ 

his owne Arropos, and lends a handto 
Kut the thred of his owne dayes. Carr 
vas not [therefore the firſt murtherer, 
put Adamm,who brought in death;wher- 
ff he beheld che practiſe and example 
n his own ſon Abel,and ſaw that verifi- 
din the experience of others, which 
Jaith could nor perſwade him in the 
I heory of himſelte. 
 Thereis no man that apprehends his 
wne milerics lefſe than myfelte, and 
10 man that ſo nearely apprehends an- 
Schers. I could loſe an arme without a 
cate,and with few groanes,me thinkes, 
Þe quartered into pieces; yer can I weep 
| oh ſeriouſly at a Play, and: receive 


$rich a true paſſion,the counterfeirgriets 
$f thoſe knowne and profefſed impo- 
Atures.It 1s a barbarous part of inhuma- 

ty to. adde unto any afflicted parties 
Faiſery, or endevour to multiply in any 
quan a paſſion, whole fingle nature is al- 
; | ready 
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ready above his g_—_— and this was 


thegreateſt affliftion of Fob, and thoſe 
oblique expoſtularions of. his friends, 
a deeper injury then the downe-right 
blowes of the Devill. Ir is not the 
reares of our owne eyes onely, but 
of our Friends alſo, that*doe exhauſt 
the current of. our ſorrowes, which 


falling into-many ſtreames, runne more 


peaceably and are contented witha nar- 


row channel. Ir is an a& within the$ 


power of charity, to tranflate a paſſio 

out of one breſt into another, and ro di- 
vide a ſorrow almoſt out of it ſelfe , fo 
affliction likea dimenſion may be fo di 
vided, as1f not indivitible,at leaſtto be 
come inſen{ible. Now with my frienc 


I defire notto thare or participate, but 
ro ingroſſe his ſorrowes,that by makingk 
them mine owne,I may more cafily diſ$ 


cuſſe them;for in mine owne reaſon.anc 
within my] ſelfe I can command that 
which I cannot entreat withour my ſe 


and within the circle of another, I havg 
often thought thole noble paires and ex4 
amples of friendſhip not ſywuly Hiſtof 
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es of what had 'beene; as fictions of 
Shar ſhould be, but I now perceive no- 
\Shing in them, bur caſte poſhibilities,nor 
ny thing inthe Heroick examples of 
Damos and Pithias, Achilles and Patroclus, 
which I could not performe- within the 
Serrow compaſle of my ſelfe.. 
I hat a man ſhould lay down his life for 
Sis friend, ſeemes ſtrange to vulgar affe- 
Fions, and ſuch as confine themſelves 
Svithin that worldly principle, Charity 
xginnes at home, For mine owne part 
| could never remember the relations 
at I held unto my lelfe,nor thereſpet 
at I owe unto mine oWne nature,in the 
aule of God, my Country, and; my 
riends. Next to theſe three, I doe em- 
wrace my ſclte; I confeſle I doe. ngt;ob- 
ve that order-that. the Schooles. or- 
J2jae our affeions,to love our Parents. 
ifes, Children,and then out Friends, 
Jor excepting the injunCtions of Religi- 
n,-I doe not find in my ſelte ſucha ne- 
$:{lary and indifloluble Sympathy to 
hoſe of my bloud.: I hope 1 doe/ner 
xcake the fifth Caemmandement, if I 
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 confeſſe I love my Friend before thike: 
neareſt of my bloud ,jeven thoſe ur 
whom I owe the-principles of life, I nqÞ« 
ver yet caſt atrue affeion oh aWomaps: 
but Thave loved my Friend as I doe veſgtu 
tue, my foule, my God. Kkrom hence nc 
thinkes I doe conceive how God lov@rc 
man,what happineſle there is in the loyſtic 
of God. Omitting all other, there aÞ, 
three moſt myſticall unions. Wy 
1. Two natures in one perſon, jar 
2. Three perſons in one nature, Fc 
3+ One {oule in two bodies. Joy 
For though indeed they be really dÞ; 
vided, yet are they ſo united, as thu 
ſeeme but one,and make rather a dualſjor, 
ty thetirwo diſtin ſoules, Or 
There are wonders-in true affetionFit 
itis a body of eAnigmaes,myſterics ant 
riddles,wherein two ſo become one, 1 
they both becometwo, love my frienga 
ore my {c}fe, ahd me'thinkes I doſas 
not love him enough; ſome tew month « 
hence m pong x eo affetion wiſte 
make me beleeve I have not loved hin 
at all, when I am from him, 1 amv 
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dead tall I be with him, when I am with 
Shim,1 am not ſatisfied, bur would till 
Sc nearer him : united ſules are not ſa- 
Ws6cd with embraces, bur defirc to be 
Ftuly cach other, which being impoſh- 
le, their defiges ate infinite, and muſt 
Sracced without a poſſibility of ſarisfa- 
tion, Another iltry there is inaffeRi- 


$n, that whom we truely love like our 
wane ſelves, we forget their lookes, nor 
1n Our memory retain the Idea of their 
aces, and it is no wonder, for they are 
ur {elves , and our affedtions makes 


cir. tookes our owne. This noble affe - 
Ftion fals not on vulgar and common 
gonſtirurions, bur an ch as ate marked 

Ir vertue, he cannot lov? his friend 
Sith thts, noble ardarthac will.in a com- 
erent degree affet all. Now we can 

g 9ur aftections to looke beyand the 
$ady.and caſt an eye upon the-{gule, we 
Fave tound out the true objeR, not vn- 
v of Friendſhip bur Charsy ;, and rhe 
| ones ines that. we a beeupagk 

ic ſoule, is that wherein we 41 do place 
r aſt foliciey, ſalvation, which though 
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it be not in ourpowerto beſtow, it is infth 
our charity,and pious invocations to deF;ir 
fireafnot procure and further. I cannogÞhj 
framea Prayer for my ſelfe in particuJjir; 
lar,withour a catalogue for my friends}lſer 
nor requeſt a happincfſe wherein my ſo} * 
ciable diſpoſition doth-nor defire tlgh p 
fcllowſhip of my Neighbour. I nevehn 
heare the Toll of a pafſng Bell choughhij 
in my mirth, and at a Taverne, withouſer 
my prayers and beſt wiſhes for the defſon 
mh. ſpirit ; T cannot goe tocure thio 

ody of my Pati-nt, but I forget mfnj 

roteſlion, and call*'unto God 'forhinj 

oule; 1 cannot ſceone ſay his Prayers 
but inſtead of imitating tim, T Fall intShat 
a-zealtous oration for him, who perhapſtha 
15no more to me then a common nth» 
ture : "and if God hath vouchfafed a$ 
caret0 roy ſupplications, there are furg ar 
ly many happy that never ſawme; anfſelt 
enjoy the bleſſing 'of mine nmknownþur 
devotions. To pray for enemies,that iF;a, 
fortheir ſalvation is noharſh pfecepyhic 
bur the praRtiſe of our daily & ordinaryg 
devorions.I carinot beleeve the ſtory c 
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the Italian, our bad wiſhes and. uncha- 
ritable deſires procced no further than 
this lifes it 1s +: devill, and the uncha- 
table vores of hell, that defire our nu- 
ery in the world'to come. | 

To doeno injury, nor take nor, was 
a principle, 'which to my firme yeares, 
and impatient affeRtions,ſeemed to con- 
aine enough of morality, but my more 
lcttled yeares, and Chriſtian conſticutt- 
Dn have falne upon more ſecurer reſolu- 
10ns. I hold there is no ſuch thing as 
njary, that it there be, there is no.tuch 
njury as revenge, and no ſuch revenge 
1s the contempt of an injury; that ro 
ate another, is ro maligne himſelfe, 
hat the trueſt way to love another, 1s 
o deſpiſe our ſelves. I were unjuſt un- 
0 mine owne conſcience, I ſhould ſay 
[am at variance with any thing like my 
clte, I find there aremany pieces in this 
ur  owne Fabricke of Man, and” this 
rame is raiſed upon a maſle of Antipa- 
hies : I am one me thinkes,:but as the 
world wherein notwithſtandjng there 
a ſvarme of diſtin&t eſſences,.and,in 
"3 > -- . nn 
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"them another world of contrarieties]v! 
which carry private and domeſtick ene 
res within, publike and more hoſtilg: 
adverſaries wrhour. e 

The devil} that did but buffet Sainf 

Pavl, playes me rhinkes at ſharpe with|cc 
me : Lerme be nothing, if within ths 
compaſſe of my ſelfe, I doe nor find tht! 
batraile of Leperto, paſſion againſt palſſ'y 
ſion, reaſon againſt faith, faith againſſke 
the devill,and My conſcience againſt alſkh 
There is another man within me, reſ#b 
bukes, commands, and daſtards me. ÞÞmi 
have no confcience of Marble to reſi(fſgi 
the hammer of more heavy offencegire 
nor yet too ſofrand waxen, as to takf| 
the impreſſion of each ſingle peccadill{th 
or ſcape of infirmiry : I am ofa ſtrangha 
beliefe, thar ic is as eaſe ro be forgiveqſa 
{bme ſinnes, as ro commir ſome othersſthi 
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or madneſlc of my youth. I rhanke the 
S-oodneſlc of God I haveno ſinnes thar 
vant a name, I am not ſingularin offen- 

es, my tranſgreſſions are Epidemicall, 
and from the common breath of -our 
corruption, yer eventhoſe common and 
$140tid:an infirmitics that fo neceſlanily 
Gzrend me, and doe feeme to he my ve- 
ry nature , have ſo dejefted me, ſo-bro- 
centheeſtimarion that I ſhould have-o- 
|{{herwiſe,that 1 repute my ſelfethe moſt 
bjecteſt piece of morrality,thar I deteſt 
mine owne nature,and mmy retwed ima- 


pinations cannot-with-hold my hands 
Jtrom vioJence on my ſclfe: Divines pre- 
Ccribe a fit of ſorrow to repentance, 
(there =_ indignation , anger, ſorrow, 


hatred, into mine, paſſions ofa contra 

nature,which neither {ceme to ſute wit 
this action,nor my proper conſtitution. 
{lt isno breach of charity to our ſelves 

to be at variance with our vices, Nor to 
ſabhorre that part of us, which is an enc- 
Iny'to the ground of charity, our God ; 
qwncrein we doe but imirate.ourgreat 
elves rhe world, whoſe divided antipa- 
| I 4 thie 
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Thies and contrary faces doe yet carry 
a charitable regard to the whole by 
their particular diſcords, preſerving the 
common harmony, and keeping in fct- 
rers thoſe powers whole rebellions once 
Maſters, might be the ruine of all. 1 
thanke Goc, amongſt thoſe millions of 
vices that 1 doe inherit and hold from 
Adam, | haveeſcaped one, and that is a 
morrall enemy to charity, the firſt and 
Father finne, not of man, but of devils, 
Pride, a vice whoſe name is compre- 
hended in a Monofillable, bur in its na- 
eure circumſcribed with a world ; I have 
elcapedit in a condition that can hard- 
ly avoid 1t: thoſe petty acquiſitions and 
reputed perfections that EE and e- 
levare the. conceurs of other men, adde 
no feathers unto mine, I have ſeene 4 
Grammarian, toure,and plume himſelf 
over a {ingle line in Horace, and ſhew 
x rk inthe conſtruction of one 
Ode, than the Author inthe compoſure 
gfthe whole booke. For my owne part 
beſides the Fargon and Paton of feye- 


then 
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I « 


-rall Provinces, I underſtand no leflc] (c; 
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[then fix Languages, yer I proteſt I have 
no higher conceit I my lelte then had 
our Fathers before the confulton of Ba- 
bel, when there was but one Language 
inthe world,and none to boaſt himſelte 
cither Linguift or Criticke, I have not 
onely ſcene ſeveral] Countries, beheld. 
the nature of their climes, the Choro- 
2raphy of their Provinces, Topography 
of their Cities, but underſtood their ſc- 
verall Lawes, Cuſtomes and Policies; 
yet cannot all his pernnes the dulneſle 
of my ſpirit unto ſuch an-opinion of my 
ſelf,as I behold in nimbler & conceited 
heads, that never looked a degree be- 
| yond their neſt. Iknowthe names, and 
| lomewhat more,of all the Starres in my 
| Horizon, yet I have ſeenc a prating Ma- 
f riner that could onely name the Points 
fandthe North Starre,out-talke me,and 
| conceit himſelt a whole Spheare above 
{ me. I know almoit all the Plants of my 
time, and of thoſe about me, yet me 
| thinkes I donot know {o.niany as when 
11 did but know an hundred, and. had 
| (cartcly - eyer Simpled - further. then 
eres . ; Cheap- 
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Cheap-fide: for indeed heads of capaci- 
ry, and ſuch xs are not full with a hand- 
full,or eafie meaſure of knowlede, think 
they know nothing, till they know all, 
which being impoſſible, they fall upon 
rhe r—_ of Sgcrates,and onely know 
r now not any thing;I cannot think 
that Hemey pined away upon the riddlc 
of the Fiſherman, or that Ariſtotle, who 
underſtood the uncertainety of know- 
ledge, and confeſſed fo often the reaſon 
of man roo weake for the worke of na- 
ture, did ever drowne himſelfe upon the 
flux, and reflux of Exripms : we doe but 
learne today,what our berteradvanced 
judgements will teach to morrow : and 
Ariſtotle doth inſtruct us, as Plats did 
him ; that 15,to confute himſelfe.T have 
run through all ſorts, and find no reſt in 
any; thongh our firſt ſtudies and juror 
endevours may ſtile us Peripatericks, 
Stoicks, or Academicks, yet Tperceive 
the wileſt heads prove ar laſt, almoſt all 
Scepticks, and ftand like Fans in the 
field of knowledge. TIhave therefor? 


one common and authenticke Phliofo- |. 


phy 
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phy I learned in the Schooles, whereby 
I diſcourſe and fatisfie the reaſon of o- 
ther men, another more reſerved and 
drawne from Experience, whereby I 
content mine owne felfe. Solomon thar 
complained of ignorance in the height 
of knowledge, hath noronely humbled 
my conceits, but diſcouraged my ende- 
vours. There 1s yet another concen thar 
hath made me ſhut my bookes, which 
tels met is a vanity to waſte our dayes 
in the blind purſuit of knowledge, it is 
but attending a little longer, and we ſhal 
enjoy that by inſtin& 8& infuſion which 
we endevour all here by labour and im- 
| quiſirion : it is betrer to fit downe in a 
{| modeſt ignorance, and reſt contented 
{| with rhe naturall blefling of our owne 
{| reaſons, then buy the uncertaine know- 
| ledge of this lite, with ſweat and vexa- 
| tion, which death gives, every foole 
| gaines,and isan acceflaty of our glonfi- 
} cation. | 
[| was never yet once,andam reſolved 
| never to be marredtwice,not that Idiſ- 
fallow of a {crond marfiage; as neither 


; in 
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in all caſes of Polygamy ,which canfide ſy 


ring the unequall nymber of both ſexes 
may be alſo neceſſary. The whole world 
was made for man,. but the twelfth par: 
of man for woman: man js the wholc 
world ang-the breath of God, woman 
the rib onely, a crooked piece of man. | 
could wiſh that we might procreate like 
trees, without conjunction, ar that there 
were afly way to perpetuate the avorld 
without this triviall and vulgvlar way 
of coition, It is the foohkſheſt a a wile 
man commits in all his life, nor 1s there 
any thing that will dejec& his cold i- 
magination more, then when he ſhall 
conſider what an odde and unworthy 
piece of folly he hath committed; I ſpeak 
not 1n prejudice,nor an averſe from that 
{weete {cxe, but naturally amorous 
of all that is beautifull, I can lookea 
whole day with delight upon @& hand- 
ſome picture, though it be but of an 
Horſe. It is my temper, and I like it the 
better, to affect all harmony, and figce 
there is muſicke eyen-in-the beauty, and 
the falentnotes which Cwpid ſtrikes,farre 
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Piweerer then the vocall found of an in- 
.ſtrumenr. For there is a muficke where- 


1 


ever there 1s a harmony, order or pro- 
portion,and thus farre we may mainrain 


.|the mulicke of the'ſpheres,for thoſe well 


] 
| 


ordered ' motions, and* regular paces, 
thoughghey give no ſound to the care, 


| yer to'the underſtanding they ſtrike a 


note moſt full of harmony. | 
W hatſoever isharmonically compoſed 
delights in harmony ; which makes me 


| much diſtruſt the fimetry of thoſe heads 
| which declaim+ againſt our Church mu- 


ficke. For my ſelte, not"onely for my 
Catholike obedience, bur my particular 
genius, I am obliged ro maintaine tt, for 
even that vulgar and Tavernc Myuticke 
which makes one man merry, another 
mad, ſtrikes in me a deepe fit ofdevoti- 
on, and a profound contemplation of 
my Maker, there is ſomething in it of 
Divinity more' then the eare TE fcovers. 
It is an” Hieroglyphicall and ſhadowed 
leflon of the whole world, & Creatures 


of God,ſuch a melody to the eaxe,as the , 


whole world well underſtood, would 
afford 
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afford the underſtanding. In briefe,jt is a 


{enſible fir ok that harmony, w*Þ jntelle- 
Rually ſounds inthe eares of Gad, jt un- 
tics theligaments ofemy frame,rakes me 
ro picces,dilates me aur of my {elf,& by 
degrees,me thinks,rcſalves me into hea- 
ven.l wil nor ſay with Plara,the Souls is 
Harmony,burt harmonicall,batfTits nce- 
reſt ſymparhy uotq mulicke: thus ſame, 
whale temper of bady agrees, and hu- 
mours the conſtitution of their ſoules, 
are borne Poers, though indeed. all arc 
naturally inclined unto Rime, This 
made Tacitus inthe very firſt line of his 
ſtory, fall upon a verſe;and Cicero, the 
workt of Pgers, bur diſclaiming for a 
Poet, fall in the very ficſt ſenrence upon 
a pertet Hexanmcter. I fecle not in me 
thale ſordid, and unchriſtian deſires of 
myproteſion,] doe not lecrerly implor: 
and with for Plagues,rejoycearFamins, 
revglve Ephemerides, and Almanackes 


in expeRatian of malignant cftects,farall |j 


conjun@ions, and Ecliples : I rejoyce 


not at unwholſome Springs, nor unſea- 
ſonable Wintcrs, my 


rayer goes with 
the 
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the Husbandmans, I deſire every thing 
n ity proper ſeaſon,that neither men nor 
rhe times be out of temper. 

| Ler mebbeſicke my (elfe, if ſometimes 
| the malady of my patient be not a diſ- 
| caſe ro-me, I defire rather ro cure his 
| infirmities then my owne neceſſicies, 
| where Idoc him no good me thinkes ir 
1$'no honeſt gaine, though -I confeſle ir 
{ro be the worthy ſalary of our well-in- 
{| tended endeavours}: I am not onely a- 
| ſhamed); bur heartily ſorry, that bet1des 
| death, rhere are-diſcaſes incurable, yer 
| not for my own ſake;or thar they be be- 
yond my art,but forthe general cauſe & 
[lake of humanity whoſe common cauſe 
| Tapprehend as mine-own: And toſpeak 
| more generally, thoſe three Noble pro- 
feſhons which al civilICommon wealths 
doe honour, are raiſed from the fall of 
Adams, & are not any exempt from their 
| infirmities; there are not- onely diſeaſes 
[incurable in Phyſicke, but caſes indifſo- 
[luble in Lawes, Vices incorrigible in 
| Divinity:if general Councells nay erre, 
[1 doe nor ſee why particular Courts 
_ ſhould 
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ſhould be infallible, their perfeReſt rules 
are raiſed upon the erroneous reaſons off, 
Man,and the Lawes of one,dogeburcon;,, 
dema the rules of another ; as Ari/torich, 
the tourth figure, bccauſe,though agree-,,, 
able ro reaſon, yet was not contonant rof,;, 
his owpe rules, and the Logicke of his, 
proper principles. Againe, ta ſpeakeſ'. 
nothing of the ſinne. againſt the Holy, 
Ghoſt, whole cure not onely,but whoſch. 
nature is unknowne, I can curethe gout], 
or ſtone in ſome, ſooner then Divinity ,Þ,; 

Pnde, or Avarice in others. , I can cureſ, 
vices by Phyficke, when they remaine{|,., 
incurable by Divinity.and tall obcy my ſe 
pils, when they contemne their precepts. j,, 
I boaſt norhing, bur plainely fay, weall|,; 
labour againſt our owne cure, for death |jir 
15 the. cure of all diſeaſes. There is no je; 
Catholicon or univerſall remedy I know [p,; 
but this, which thogh nauſeous to quea-| qi, 
fie ſtomachs, yet to prepared appetites iS|m 
NeRar and a pleaſant porionof immar- 
tality. For my converſation, it- 1s like 
the Sun withour all men, and with, a 
friendly aſpet to good and bad. Me 
; chinkes,] .. 
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Fhinkes, there is no man bad, and the 
Iworſt, beſt; that 4s , while they arc kept 
Jwithin the circle of thoſe qualities; 
qwherein they are good,there is no'mans 
ninde of ſuch diſcordance;and of ſo jar- 
, ing a temper to which a tuncable dif- 
polition will nor ſtrike a harmony. - 
Maene virtutes, nec minora vitia, 1t1s 
he poſicof the beſt n#ures, and may 
-Ibe inverted on the worſt;there arcinthe 
moſt depraved and-venemous diſpoſiti- 
ons, certaine pieces which remaine un- 
roucht, which by an Antiperiſtaſis be- 
come more excellent, or by the excel- 
| my of their antipathies are able tro 
[preſerve themlelves from the contagis 
on of their enemy vices, and perſiſt en- 


tire beyond the generall corruption. For | 


iris alſo thus in natures. The greateſt 
[Balſames doe lye enveloped inthe bo- 
[dies of powerfull Corrafives: I ſay 
moreover, and Tground o irlae nonf 
pence, that poyſons contain Within them- 
{{clves their owne Antidotes;afid Which 
| res them from the venom of them- 

ves,wihout which they were notde- 
onto! K letorious 


WF 
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letorious to others onely, bur r them- 
ſelves alſo, Bur it is the corruption that 
I feare within me,and the contagion of fot 
commerce without me. Itis that unruly 
Regiment within that will deſtroy: Ic is þ 
I that doe inſert my ſelte the man with- 
out a Nayell, who yet lives in-me. -IÞþci 
feele that originall canker corrode and vi 
devoure me, and*therefore Defiends me 
Dyes de me, Lord deliver me trom my Bc 
ſelfe, is part of my Letany, and a fir(t ſtu 
voyce of my retired imaginations: theres 1 
is no man alone, becauſe every man is al 
Microcolme, and carries the whole 
world about him, Nuxquam minus ſolnus 
#9447 cum ſolus, though it be the Apo- 
phthegme of a: wiſe man, is yet truein 
the mouth ofa fooke, for indeed;though|ſ 

in a Wildernefle, a manis never alone, Þlc 
not onely-becauſe he is with himſelfe, Þu 
and hisown thoughts, but becaule he is Þu 
with the-devill, who ever conſorts with nz 

- our ſolitude, and is that unruly rebellþs 
chat anuſters up thoſe diſordered mori-Pis 
ons,| Which accompany aur ſequeſtred pu 
172ginaH0ns: and to ſpeake more nar-PiC 
ſens rowly,| - 
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owly;there is no ſuchthing as ſolitude; 
wk thing that wars Fr to be a- 
Jone,and by it ſelfe,bur God, whois his 
wne circle, and can fubſiſt by himſelf, 
ill others beſides thoſe diflinulary and 

zterogeneous parts, Which ina man- 
er multiply the natures, cannot ſubſiſt 
vithour the concourſe of God, and the 
pociety of that hand which doth uphold 
Þheir natures. In bricfe,there can be no- 
hung rruely alone,and by is ſelf,which 
$5 nottruely one,and ſuch is onely God: 
[All others doe tranſcend an unity, and 
$o by conſequence are many, | 
| Now for my life,it is a miracle of thir- 
Þy ycarcs, which to relate, were not a - - 

iſtory, but a piece of Poetry,,' and 
would ſound to common earcs likea fa- 
le; for the world, I count itnotan Inn, 
ut an Hoſpital,and a place,nor to live, 
Þur to dye in. The world that 1 regard is 
y ſelte, it is the Microcoſme of mine 
pwne frame,that I caſt mineeye on; for 
þhe other,I uſe it but like my Globe,and 

it round ſometimes for my recrea+ 
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-' Men that leoke:upon my outfide,per-[% 
uſtag onely my condition, and fortunes | 
doe erfe in my alticude; for I am aboveÞ® 
Atle#his ſhoulders. Ler me not injure" 
the felicity of others,” if I ſay Iam thePP 
happieſt'iman alive; I haverhat in mel 
that- can convert poverty into riches, 
adverſitynro proſperity. I am more in{P! 
vulnerable- than Achilles, fortune hathſſ"© 
not one'Þlace ro hit me; Calum rnatÞ's 
come what will, Fiat voluntas tua,ſalves© 
all,fo that whatſoever happens, it is bu" 
what our daily prayers defire. In briefeJ 
I am content, and what ſhould provi{ 
denceadde more 2 Surely this is it we 
_ call happineſle,and this doI enjoy, witl? 
this Iam'happy iri a dream, and as con{® 
rent ro-enjoy a happineſle in a fancy, as 
others in'a more apparent truth and rea{*® 
lity.' There is ſurely a neerer apprehen 
fion' ot any thing that delights each of {h 
us'in our dreanies, then in our waked|{© 
fenſes; withthis I can be a King with|{c 
out a Crowne, rich without Royalty,i 
heaven, 'tho enearth, enjoy my frienq© 
and embrace him ar a diſtance, ere 0 
| | whicld * 
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. | which. I cannot behold him, - withou® 
[this 'I-were unhappy, tor my awaked 
-Jjudgemenr diſcontents me,ever whilpe- 
.jring unto me,that I am from my-friend, 
eJÞur my friendly dreames in the night re- 
«(quite me, and make me think I am with- 
. finchis armes.I thanke God for my ha 
\Ipy dreames, as I: doe for my good relt, 
ftorthere is a reflection in them to rea- 
+ flonable defires,and ſuch as can be con- 
FJrem with a fir of hippineſle; and lurely 
jit"15 not a a conceit to thinke 
{we are all aſleepe in this-world, and that 
 Jthe conceits of this world, are as meare 
Adreames to thoſe of - the next;--asthe 
({Phantaſmes ofthe night, to theſconcelt 
Jof rhe day. It is, an equall delyfon 18 
Jboth;8& the one-doth bur ſeem nobe the 
Jembleme or piture of the other;,we are 
Jfomewhat more then out ſelves n-0ur 
Alleepes, and the flimber of the-btdy 
Jſcemes to be but the' waking ab our 
Jſoules.It is the ligation of our terſe; but 
the liberty, of reaſon,” our awakirig:@Q- 


Jceptions doc nor match the fangzes' of 
gout-lleeps,. At my: Nativity, my Afcen: 
Oil K 3 danr 
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dant was the earthly (igne of. Scorpio 
I was borne in the Planetary houre ot 
Sarurne,. and Ithinke I have apicce.off d 
that Leaden Planer in me; I am no wa) 
facetious,nor diſpoſed for the mirth and 
galliardize of company, yet in one 
dreame I can compole a whole Come 
dy,behold the ation in one dreame,ap 
prehend the jeſts, and laugh my ſelfe a- 
wake at the conceits thereof, were my 
memory as faithfull as my reafon 1s 
-there fruicfull, I would never ſtvdy bu 
in my dreames,an&this time alſo woulc 
I chuſe tor my devorions, but our graſ: 
fer mergorics haye then fo larelehold of 
ourabſtracted underſtandings ghar they 
forgerhe ſtory, and can onely relare to 
our awaked foules, 2 contuſcd and bro- 
kenrale of thar thar hach beene paſt..4- 
7 oinnf hath _ , fin = tract 
Y fie arhnoct ty defaned it, 
nor yer Galea, choughrhe ſcemero have 
correfcd it, for thoſe Nottearnbulones, 
though mm their ficepe,doe yer enjoy the 
ation of their ſenſes: a6 ru 
ſay that there is ſoratrhing in vs that is 


not 


- 
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not in the jurifdiftion of Mecrphevs ; ind 
I chat thoſe abſtracted & ecftarick (oults 
i doe walke about tn their owne cotps, xs 
} ſpirits with the bodies they aflume, * 
i} wherein they ſeeme to heare, ſee, and 

q teele, though indeed the organs are de- 
ſtitute of lenſes, and their natures of 
thole faculties that ſhould inform them, 
Thus 1 obſerve that men oftentimes 
vpon the houre of their departure, ' doc 
ſpeake and reaſon above themſelves. 
For then the {oule beginnes to be freed 
from the ligaments of the body, begins 
to reaſon like her ſelfe, and ro diſcourſe 
ina ſtrain aboye mortality. We'tearme 
death a ſl&pe, and yetitis waking thax 
kils us, and deſtroyes chole ſpirits thar 
are the houſe of lite. -It is that death by 
which we may be lierally ſaid ro dye 
daily, a death which <Aaam dyed be- 
fore his mortality ; a death whereby ws 
live a middle and moderating point'bgr 
rweene life and death+ in fine, ſo like 
death, I dare nor traſt it without way | 
prayers, and an halfe adiew unto lie 
world;-it is a fir time for devotion : 'Þ 
oe, K 4 cannot 
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cannot therefore lay me downe on my 
bed without an oration, and withour ta- 
king my farewell in a Colloquie with 
God. 


The night is come nh the day, 

Depart net ton great God away. 

Let not my ſennes,blacke 4s the night, 

Eclipſe the Inſtre of thy light. 

K eepe ſtiil'm my Horizon, for tome, 

The Sun makes not the day, but thee. 

Thou whoſe nature cant ſleepe, 

On my temples centry keepe ; 

Guard me”gainft thoſe watchful four . 
Whoſe eyes are open, while mine cloſe, 

Let not dreames my head infeſt, 

But ſuch 4s Jacobs temples bleſt. 

While T doe reſt ny ſoulle advance, ® 

Flake me ſleepe a holy trance : 

That 1 may efbugys reſt being wrought, 

Awake into ſome baly thaugh t, 

And with as aizve vigor run 

1 courſe, as doth the nimble Sun, 

Dy e is a death » O make me try, 


Inp what it 3s 10 che, 
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And thus aſſur'd, behold T lie 
| Securely, or to wake or die. 
Theſe are my drowſie aayer,in vaine . 
Þ doe now wake to ſleepe againe. 
O come that houre, when I ſhall never . 


Step tbus againe,but wa:.e for ever, 


Thisis the dormitory take to bed- 
ward,uſe no other Laudanwm to fleepe, 
after which I cloſe mine eycs in {ecuri- 
ty,content to take my leave of the Sun, 

and to {leepe unto the ReſurreQion. . 

The method 1 would- uſe in diflribu- 
tive juſtice, I alſo. obſerve in .commuta- 
tive, and keepe a Geometricall-propor- 
tion in both, whereby becommung ec 
blero others, [become unjult ro my (1 [ 
and {upererogate that common princi- 
ple, Doe as thou wouldſt be done unto 
thy. ſelfe. 

1 was not borne unto riches ,neicher i is 
it my Starre to be wealthy; or ifir Were, 
the freedome of my mind, and \frank- 
nefle of my diſpoſition, were able to 
contradi& and cxolle my fazes:-for..@ 
me-ayarice ſcenes not ſo much a vice,ag * --- 
a deplorable piece of madacile 310 CON, 


celye 


" 154 Relizio Medici. [2 
ceive our ſelves Urinals, or be perſwa- 
ded;that wee are dead, is not fo ridieu- 


lous, nor ſo many degrees beyond' the] | 


power of Hellebore,as this. 


The opinionsot theory and poſtrrons 
of men are not ſo voyd of reaſon, as 
their praQtifed concluſion :- ſome have 
held rhat Snow'is blacke; that the earth 
moves, that-rhe ſoule is ayre, fire, water, 
bir al this rs Philofophy,and'there ts no 
Dehtiriums if we doe but fpeculate the fol- 
Iy and tndi{putable' dorage'of 2yatice to 
that ſibrerraneous Tdol,and God of the 
earth.” T'doe confefle lam an Atheiſt; 1 
cannot perſwade my felfe ro honourthat 
the world adores, whatſoever verrne its 
__—_ Sobhkime may -have within my 

, tt hath no influence nor operation 
without; I would not entertaine a baſe 
defigne,or anaQtion that ſhould call ime 
villaine, for the Indies, and for this 0n- 
ly doe Hove and honour my ſoute; and 
have, me thinkes,xwo armes too few to 
embracemy ſelfe. 4rifotle is reofevere, 
thatwill not allow vs to be trulytberal 
without wealrh,and the bourrtt _—_—_ 
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| of fortune, It chis berrue, Imuſt con- 
| feſle I am charitable onely in my libe- 
| rallintentions;& hounritull well-wyſhes. 


Bur if the example of the Mire be nor 
onely an act of-wonder, but an example 
of the nobleſt charity; 1 can juſtly boaft 
I am as charitable as 'ſome who have 
built Hoſpicals, or exeRted Cathedrals : 
I have a private method 'which'others 
obſerve not, I takerhe opportimity of 
my ſetfe ro doe good; borrow on 
of charity from mineowne neceflirics ; 
I ſupply the wants of others, when Tam 
in'moſt need my ſelte; when I am! redu- 
ced tothe la{tteſter,I love to dividextts 
the poore, tor it 1s an/honeſt ftaragemi'ts 
204.30, arkevge of our ſelves, indo 
tohuchand the aRs of verruexhar white 
they aredefeftive in one'circumſtatice;, 
they:may repay their want, and” mulr- 
plyrheir goodnefle in anorher. - I hath 
not Peru ir ray defires but acormpetence 
and /ability ere thoſe good 
workes to whichthe Almighty hath in- 
clined my natare.' Hes rich; whohave 
enough to be charitable, & iris hard - 

e 
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be ſo poore, that a cioble mind may nor 
finde a way to this, piece of goodneſle. 
He that: giveth to the poore, lendeth to the 
Lord, there is more Rhetorick in that 
one {enteacerhen ina Library of Ser- 
mons, & indeed it thoſe ſentences were 
underſtood. by the Reader, with the 
ſame Emphaſis as they are delivered by 
the Author, we nted not thoſe Volums 
of inſtructions, butmight bee honeſt by 
an;Epitome,:Ulpaqn this motion onely I 
cagnot behold a. Begger withour relie- 
ying his neceflicies with my purſe, or his 
Ce with my prayers;the {cemcall and 
accadentall differences betweene us.can- 
not.make me forget that commonge un- 
toucht parr of us both, the ſoule-ibeing 
ofthe ſame alloy, with our ownegwhio 
Genealogy is God as well as ours, anti 
in as faire a way. to (alyations;asour 
{clves.Scatiſts that labour ro conedvela 
Common-wealth without poverty; doe 
take away the object ok charity, ;not un- 
depigding onely.the Common-wealch 
ot.a. Chriſtian, but forgetting the! pro- 


phecy of Chriſt./ : 
" 8d Now 
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Religio Mediti. t57 
Now there is another part of chariry, 
which is che Baſisand Pillar of this,and 


| that is the love of God, for whom we 


love our neighbour : for this T rthinke 


| charity, to loye God for himſclfe, and 
| our neighbour for God. - 


All that is truly amiable is God, or as 
it were 2 divided piece of him, thatre- 
raines a reflex or ſhad8w of himſelfe. 
Nor 1s it ſtrange rlatt we ſhould place 
affection on that which is inviſible, all 
that we truly love is thus, what we a- 
dore under aff-Ction of our ſenſes, de- 
ſerves not the hanour of ſo pure a title. 
Thus we adore vertne, though ro the 
eyes of ſenſe ſhe be inviſible. Thus that 

art of our loving triends that we love, 
15 not that part that we embrace ; bur 
that inſenſible part that our armes can- 
not embrace. God being all goodnefle, 
can love nothing bur himſelte, he loves 
us but for that part, which is as it were 
himſelfe, and the traduction of his holy 
Spirit. Let us call to afſize the lives of 
our parents, the affeQion of our wives 
and children, and rhey arc all dumbe 
£ ſhowes, 


p, 
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ſhowes, and. dreames. withour reality, 
truth, or conſtancy ; for firſt thereis a 
ſtrong bond of affection berween us and 
our parents, yet how cafily diſſolved we 
betake our ſelves roa woman,forgetting 
our mothers in a wife, and the wombe 
that bare us in that thar, ſhall beare our 
image 2 This woman bleſſing is with 
children, our affeions leaves the leyell 
it held before, and finkes from our bed 
unto our iſſue and picture of poſterity, 
where affe&ion holds no ſteady man{1- 
on. They growing up in yeares dcfire 
our ends, or applying themſelves to a 
woman,take a lawtull way ro love ano- 


-ther better then our ſelves. Thus I con- 


ceive a man may be buryed alive, and 
behold his grave1a his owne iffue. 


I conclude therfore,and ſay that there 


*15n0 happineſle under ( or as Copernicus 


will have it,above) the Sun, in that re- 


' peated verity and burthen of all the wil- 


dome of Solomon, All is vanity and vexa- 
tion of ſpirit ,, there 1s no telicity inthat 
the world adores. Ariſtotle whillt he la- 
bours to refute the Ideas of Plato, fals up- 
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, | on one himlſelfe, for his ſummum bonum, 
ſis a Chimera, and there 15 no ſuch thin 
as his Felicity. That wherein God him- 
ſelfe is happy, the holy Angels are hap- 
py, in whole defectsthe Jevils are un- 
happy; that dare I call happineſſe:what- _ 
{oever conduceth unto this,may with an 
caſte Metaphor deſerve that name,whar 
ſoever elſe the world termes happineſſe, 
15to me a ſtory,. or apparition, or neat 
| deluſion, wherein there is no more of 
| happineſle then the name, 
Bleſle me 1n this life withthe peace of 
my conſ{cience,command of my affeRi- 
ons,the love of my deareſt friends, and 


» 


| 1ſhall be happy enoughtopity Ceſqp. 
|| Theſcare O Lord haypineſ on carth. 


wherein I ſer no rale or kmitto thy pro- 
vidence,diſpole of me according to the 
juſtice of thy pleaſure. Thy will be 
done, though in mine owne damnati- | 
Oll, | 


FINIS. 


